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A revised version of the author's 2001 doctoral dissertation.
This volume contains 22 of the 95 papers presented during ICHL 10. The articles included here clearly reflect the on-going interest in the
general mechanisms of language change, the close relationship between present-day historical linguistics and linguistic theory, and the
renewed interest in language contact. The papers deal with more general issues as well as with specific problems in diverse languages and
language groups. The volume contains three indexes: of names, of languages, and of subjects.
The most comprehensive work on dissimilation (the avoidance or repair of combinations of similar sounds) to date, this book proposes a
novel analysis that handles dissimilation as the avoidance of surface correspondence relationships. It draws on recent work in Agreement By
Correspondence to show that dissimilation is a natural outcome predicted by the same theory of Surface Correspondence. The theory is
developed in more detail than ever before, and its predictions are tested and evaluated through ten in-depth analyses of diverse languages
from Quechua to Kinyarwanda, together with a typological survey of over 160 dissimilation patterns drawn from over 130 languages, from
Acehnese to Zulu. The book redefines the core of Surface Correspondence theory to a level of formal specificity and theoretical precision
surpassing previous work. The book's findings are made more accessible by numerous examples featuring data from 47 languages from
around the world.
The Routledge Handbook of North American Languages is a one-stop reference for linguists on those topics that come up the most
frequently in the study of the languages of North America (including Mexico). This handbook compiles a list of contributors from across many
different theories and at different stages of their careers, all of whom are well-known experts in North American languages. The volume
comprises two distinct parts: the first surveys some of the phenomena most frequently discussed in the study of North American languages,
and the second surveys some of the most frequently discussed language families of North America. The consistent goal of each contribution
is to couch the content of the chapter in contemporary theory so that the information is maximally relevant and accessible for a wide range of
audiences, including graduate students and young new scholars, and even senior scholars who are looking for a crash course in the topics.
Empirically driven chapters provide fundamental knowledge needed to participate in contemporary theoretical discussions of these
languages, making this handbook an indispensable resource for linguistics scholars.
The Acquisition of Maya PhonologyVariation in Yucatec Child LanguageRoutledge
The book is the first systematic exploration of a series of phonological phenomena previously thought to be unified under the rubric of syllable
weight. Drawing on a typological survey of 400 languages, it is shown that the traditional conception that languages are internally consistent
in their weight criteria across weight-based processes is not corroborated by the cross-linguistic survey. Rather than being consistent across
phenomena within individual languages, weight turns out to be sensitive to the particular processes involved such that different phenomena
display different distributions in weight criteria. The book goes on to explore the motivations behind the process-specific nature of weight,
showing that phonetic factors explain much of the variation in weight criteria between phenomena and also the variation in criteria between
languages for a single process. The book is unlike other studies in combining an extensive typological survey with detailed phonetic analysis
of many languages. The finding that the widely studied phenomenon of syllable weight is not a unified phenomenon, contrary to the
established view, is a significant result for the field of theoretical phonology. The book is also an important contribution to the field of
phonetically-driven phonology, since it establishes a close link between the phonology of weight and various quantitative phonetic
parameters.

Available online or as a five-volume print set, "The Blackwell Companion to Phonology" is a major reference work
drawing together 124 new contributions from leading international scholars in the field. It will be indispensable to students
and researchers in the field for years to come. Key Features: Full explorations of all the most important ideas and key
developments in the field Documents major insights into human language gathered by phonologists in past decades;
highlights interdisciplinary connections, such as the social and computational sciences; and examines statistical and
experimental techniques Offers an overview of theoretical positions and ongoing debates within phonology at the
beginning of the twenty-first century An extensive reference work based on the best and most recent scholarly research ideal for advanced undergraduates through to faculty and researchers Publishing simultaneously in print and online; visit
www.companiontophonology.com for full details Additional features of the online edition (ISBN: 978-1-4443-3526-2):
Powerful searching, browsing, and cross-referencing capabilities, including Open URL linking, with all entries classified
by key topic, subject, place, people, and period For those institutions already subscribing to "Blackwell Reference
Online," it offers fully integrated and searchable content with the comprehensive "Handbooks in Linguistics" series
Proceedings of the annual meeting of the Society in v. 1-11, 1925-34. After 1934 they appear in Its Bulletin.
This monograph addresses three basic questions regarding the development of word-internal prosodic structure: How
much of the phonological structure of early words is regulated by the same constituents and principles that govern the
organization of prosodic structure of mature grammar? Why do early words diverge from the adult targets in shape and
size? And what is the best way to model developmental changes that occur in prosodic structure? Answers to these
questions are explored through the longitudinal analysis of spontaneous production data from child Japanese. The
analysis provides new types of evidence and new arguments that the prosodic phonology of young children is largely
continuous with that of adults, and that the surface child-adult divergence in word forms and the overall pattern of
developmental changes are best explained in terms of ranked violable constraints on the representation of prosodic
structure, whose ordering is modified in the course of acquisition.
Spanish Phonetics and Phonology in Contact: Studies from Africa, the Americas, and Spain brings together scholars
working on a wide range of aspects of the Spanish sound system and how their coexistence with another language in
speech communities across the Hispanophone world influences their manifestation. Drawing upon seminal works in the
fields of language contact in general, Spanish in contact with indigenous and regional languages, and laboratory
approaches tied to the languages in question, the volume’s contents employ acoustic and quantitative approaches, as
well as both controlled and spontaneous data elicitation procedures, to shed light on how linguistic, historical, and social
variables drive contact phenomena, and in turn, shape specific varieties of Spanish. It will pique the interest of
researchers and students of fields such as contact linguistics, language variation and change, segmental and
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suprasegmental phonetics and phonology, and sociolinguistics.
Most studies on the acquisition of verbal inflection have examined languages with a single verb suffix. This book offers a
study on the acquisition of verb inflections in Q’anjob’al Maya. Q’anjob’al has separate inflections for aspect, subject
and object agreement, and status suffixes. The subject and object inflections display a split ergative pattern. The subjects
of intransitive verbs with aspect markers take absolutive markers, whereas the subjects of aspectless intransitive verbs
take ergative markers. The acquisition of three types of clauses is explored in detail (imperatives, indicatives, and
aspectless complements). The data come from longitudinal spontaneous speech of three monolingual Q’anjob’al
children aged 1;8–3;5. This book contributes unique data to the debate on the acquisition of finite and non-finite verbs as
well as adding to our understanding of the acquisition of split ergative patterns. The book is of interest to researchers and
students working on linguistics and language acquisition.
The monograph contains two case studies dealing with the phonetics and phonology of affricates and laryngeals from a
survey of 281 languages. The empirical findings go counter to a number of assumptions in the literature, e.g.: (1)
affricates are exclusively stops from the perspective of phonology; (2) laryngeals are properties of the prosodic domains
onset, nucleus, and coda; (3) phonetic strategies (affrication, laryngeal phasing) serve to make phonological
specifications acoustically more salient. Theoretical discussions include questions of phonological representation
(featural contours, prosodic licensing etc.) and the phonology-phonetics interface.
This edited collection presents two sets of interdisciplinary conversations connecting theoretical, methodological, and
ideological issues in the study of language. In the first section, Approaches to the study of the indigenous languages of
the Americas, the authors connect historical, theoretical, and documentary linguistics to examine the crucial role of
endangered language data for the development of biopsychological theory and to highlight how methodological decisions
impact language revitalization efforts. Section two, Approaches to the study of voices and ideologies, connects
anthropological and documentary linguistics to examine how discourses of language contact, endangerment, linguistic
purism and racism shape scholarly practice and language policy and to underscore the need for linguists and laypersons
alike to acquire the analytical tools to deconstruct discourses of inequality. Together, these chapters pay homage to the
scholarship of Jane H. Hill, demonstrating how a critical, interdisciplinary linguistics narrows the gap between disparate
fields of analysis to treat the ecology of language in its entirety.
First published in 1976. This title presents a study of Yucatec Maya segmental phonology by children. The aim of the
study is to describe the phonological systems revealed in the speech of group of children in order to determine the kinds
of structural differences which exist among these pedolectal variants. This title will be of great interest to students of
linguistics.
This book compiles original studies investigating crosslinguistic child phonological development in typical and atypical
settings, that is, protolanguage phonology. The chapters address topics and issues not widely or exhaustively reported in
the literature, such as research on under-represented languages and foci of interest, as well as information that has
remained little-known to the field. It documents recent developments on typically developing populations, and atypical
developmental speech in children with autism, developmental language disorder affecting speech, childhood apraxia of
speech, phonological assessment and intervention, phonological awareness in (a)typical contexts affecting literacy, and
motor speech analysis in speech sound disorders. The book will be of interest to linguists and academic researchers, as
well as postgraduate students who are investigating child language acquisition in monolingual settings.
New Perspectives in Mayan Linguistics is a collection of papers synthesizing the research on Mayan languages at the
beginning of the 21st century. One of the most prominent features of the articles included in this book is the balance
between the use of the most recent linguistic theories and the empirical data from which analyses are drawn. A definitive
characteristic of the book is that all of the papers provide rich and new descriptive material gathered in the field by their
respective authors. The findings reported in this book have implications for a deeper understanding not only of particular
aspects of the individual grammars of the Mayan family, but might have consequences for linguistic theory as well as for
typological and universal generalizations. The volume brings together linguists of diverse areas of specialization
phonetics, phonology, syntax, semantics, epigraphy, lexicography and anthropological linguistics to discuss recent
analyses and data from a variety of Mayan languages. For its broad scope summarizing the recent methodologies,
theoretical models and findings of research in Mayan languages, the volume is of particular interest to the academic
community at large, including researchers, teachers and students alike.
Developmental research has long focused on regularities in language acquisition, minimizing factors that might be
responsible for variation. Although researchers are now increasingly concerned with one or another of these factors, this
volume brings together research on three different sources of variation: language-specific properties, the nature of the
input to children across contexts, and several aspects of the learners themselves. Chapters explore these sources of
variation within an interdisciplinary and comparative approach allying theories and methodologies stemming from
linguistics, psycholinguistics, developmental psychology, and neuroscience. The comparative perspective involves
different languages, contexts of use, types of learners (first/second language acquisition, monolingual/bilingual learners,
autism, language impairment), as well as vocal and visuo-gestural communicative modalities (co-verbal gestures, sign
language acquisition). The volume points to the need to enhance interdisciplinary research using complementary
methodologies to further examine sources of variation and to integrate variation into a more general developmental
theory.
This study is the first book-length examination of ejectives and their phonological patterning, deepening the empirical
understanding of ejectives and contributing to both phonological theory and to typologies of sound change.
Vol. 1 contains papers delivered at the 2d Karpacz Conference on Contrastive Linguistics, 1971.
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This study presents an analysis of laryngeal cooccurrence restrictions within an Optimality Theory framework. The book will be of
interest to phonologists concerned with word- or morpheme-level cooccurrence restrictions, the Obligatory Contour Principle, or
Optimality Theory. First published in 2000. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
This series, Children’s Language, reflects the conviction that extensive work on entirely new fronts along with a great deal of
reinterpretation of old-front data will be necessary before any persuasive and truly orderly account of language development can
be assembled. None of the chapters are simply reviews, and none of the volumes are " handbooks" or " reviews" or introductory
texts. Rather the volumes try to capture the excitement and complexity of thinking and research at the growing, advancing edges
of this broad field of children’s language. In line with these goals for the Children’s Language series the present volume includes
coverage of a fairly wide range of topics and subtopics. The authors for each chapter will weave their own story and we leave to
them the introduction of their main plots and the major and minor characters in their scientific stories. This is volume 6.
The Mayan Languages presents a comprehensive survey of the language family associated with the Classic Mayan civilization
(AD 200–900), a family whose individual languages are still spoken today by at least six million indigenous Maya in Mexico,
Guatemala, Belize, and Honduras. This unique resource is an ideal reference for advanced undergraduate and postgraduate
students of Mayan languages and linguistics. Written by a team of experts in the field, The Mayan Languages presents in-depth
accounts of the linguistic features that characterize the thirty-one languages of the family, their historical evolution, and the social
context in which they are spoken. The Mayan Languages: provides detailed grammatical sketches of approximately a third of the
Mayan languages, representing most of the branches of the family; includes a section on the historical development of the family,
as well as an entirely new sketch of the grammar of "Classic Maya" as represented in the hieroglyphic script; provides detailed
state-of-the-art discussions of the principal advances in grammatical analysis of Mayan languages; includes ample discussion of
the use of the languages in social, conversational, and poetic contexts. Consisting of topical chapters on the history,
sociolinguistics, phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, discourse structure, and acquisition of the Mayan languages, this
book will be a resource for researchers and other readers with an interest in historical linguistics, linguistic anthropology, language
acquisition, and linguistic typology.
This volume aims at presenting a phonological theory of segmental structure which is capable of providing adequate
representations of complex segments, focusing mainly on phonological place and manner. In the first few chapters, a theory of
segmental structure is presented which makes it possible to derive a set of complex segments which includes affricates,
prenasalised stops, consonants with secondary articulation and short diphthongs. In the final chapters, a thorough investigation is
presented of the behaviour of such segments in phonological processes.
Phonology: Critical Concepts, the first such anthology to appear in thirty years and the largest ever published, brings together over
a hundred previously published book chapters and articles from professional journals. These have been chosen for their
importance in the exploration of theoretical questions, with some preference for essays that are not easily accessible.Divided into
sections, each part is preceded by a brief introduction which aims to point out the problems addressed by the various articles and
show their relations to one another.This volume, first published in 2001, brings together work by scholars researching the details of featural phonology with optimality
theory.
This volume brings together 15 papers on the evolution and origin of language. The authors approach the subject from various
angles, exploring biological, cultural, psychological and linguistic factors. A wide variety of topics is discussed, such as animal
communication, language acquisition, the essentialist-evolutionist debate, and genetic classification.
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