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A Muslim punk house in Buffalo, New York, inhabited by burqa-wearing riot girls, mohawked Sufis, straightedge Sunnis, Shi’a skinheads,
Indonesian skaters, Sudanese rude boys, gay Muslims, drunk Muslims, and feminists. Their living room hosts parties and prayers, with a hole
smashed in the wall to indicate the direction of Mecca. Their life together mixes sex, dope, and religion in roughly equal amounts, expressed
in devotion to an Islamo-punk subculture, “taqwacore,” named for taqwa, an Arabic term for consciousness of the divine. Originally selfpublished on photocopiers and spiralbound by hand, The Taqwacores has now come to be read as a manifesto for Muslim punk rockers and
a “Catcher in the Rye for young Muslims.” There are three different cover colors; red, white, and blue.
This series is designed to bring to North American readers the once-unheard voices of writers who have achieved wide acclaim at home, but
are not recognized beyond the borders of their native lands. With special emphasis on women writers, Interlink's Emerging Voices series
publishes the best of the world's contemporary literature in translation or original English.
One day Salim the coachman, the most famous storyteller in Damascus, is mysteriously struck dumb. To break the spell, seven friends
gather for seven nights and each present Salim with a wondrous gift--seven stories of their own design.--Back cover.
When a ruthless political regime led by Vittori Santorini seizes control of a planet still recovering from an alien invasion, Kafari Khristinova
takes on her former colleagues to free the world from the evil Santorini.
"A deeply moving, funny, and brilliantly written account from one of India’s most original new voices." —Katherine Boo Like Dave Eggers’s
Zeitoun and Alexander Masters’s Stuart, this is a tour de force of narrative reportage. Mohammed Ashraf studied biology, became a butcher,
a tailor, and an electrician’s apprentice; now he is a homeless day laborer in the heart of old Delhi. How did he end up this way? In an
astonishing debut, Aman Sethi brings him and his indelible group of friends to life through their adventures and misfortunes in the Old Delhi
Railway Station, the harrowing wards of a tuberculosis hospital, an illegal bar made of cardboard and plywood, and into Beggars Court and
back onto the streets. In a time of global economic strain, this is an unforgettable evocation of persistence in the face of poverty in one of the
world’s largest cities. Sethi recounts Ashraf’s surprising life story with wit, candor, and verve, and A Free Man becomes a moving story of
the many ways a man can be free.
During carnival time in Martinique, a storyteller falls victim to a transitory underworld on the edge of oblivion
Syrian poet Samir Tahhan collected folktales from old men sitting outside their houses in Aleppo, drinking tea. Afraid these stories would
disappear with the passing of this generation, Tahhan also went to halls and events to hear professional storytellers and record their
performances. Anthropologist Andrea Rugh helped translate the resulting two volumes of stories from the original Arabic and wrote the
informative introduction to this one-volume collection. Some of the tales appeared in rhyming verse in Arabic and some were based on events
that are said to have actually taken place in Aleppo. Rugh explains the concepts of the most popular types of Syrian story structures: the
gissa, the hikaya, and the hudutha. With two of the poems, the Arabic and the English are shown side by side in order to demonstrate the
internal poetic structures of the original rhymes. With their emphasis on morality and social values, the tales will be familiar to Western
audiences. Another value for the reader is finding the accepted social values and behaviors that Arab adults try to inculcate in their younger
generation, often through complex characterizations. Teasing out these meanings gives the reader an appreciation for the act of translation
and hints of the power of the Arabic language in prose and poetry. Professional illustrator Douglas Rugh has provided the book's black-andwhite prints based on the stories and his experiences as a child growing up in the Middle East.
The Tale of Aypi follows the fate of a group of Turkmen fishermen dwelling on the coast of the Caspian Sea. The fear of losing their ancestral
home looms over the entire village. This injustice is being made to look like a voluntary initiative on the part of the fishermen themselves,
whilst the ruling powers cynically attempt to confiscate their land. One brave fisherman from the village rises up to confront them and fights
for his native shore, as a response to an act of cruelty inflicted on a defenceless young woman centuries ago. This unjustly executed soul
returns as a ghost during this troubled time to exact a terrible revenge on the men of the village. The relationships among the characters
mirror the eternal opposition between the forces of nature, with the intervention of mystical forces ratcheting up the tension. This title has
been realised by a team of the following dedicated professionals: Translated by W.M. Coulson, Maxim Hodak - ?????? ????? (Publisher),
Max Mendor - ???? ?????? (Director), Ksenia Papazova.
A reissue of Rafik Schami's award-winning novel. Damascus Nights is a magical book that celebrates the power of storytelling, as delightfully
transformed for modern sensibilities by an award-winning author. The time is present-day Damascus, and Salim the coachman, the city's
most famous storyteller, is mysteriously struck dumb. To break the spell, seven friends gather for seven nights to present Salim with seven
wondrous 'gifts'--seven stories of their own design. Damascus Nights is a sly and graceful work, and a delight to readers young and old.
These stories speak of the demise of traditional Nubian life and culture. While the temples of Abu Simbel were relocated before dam-building,
the drowning of the ancient heartland of the Nubian people along the banks of the Nile went largely unnoticed. Haggag Oddoul documents
the personal tragedy of social transformation.
Even as a young man, Hamid Farsi is acclaimed as a master of the art of calligraphy. But as time goes by, he sees that weaknesses in the
Arabic language and its script limit its uses in the modern world. In a secret society, he works out schemes for radical reform, never guessing
what risks he is running. His beautiful wife, Noura, is ignorant of the great plans on her husband’s mind. She knows only his cold, avaricious
side and so it is no wonder she feels flattered by the attentions of his amusing, lively young apprentice. And so begins a passionate love story
of a Muslim woman and a Christian man.
Five nuanced and powerful historical novels depicting the clashes among Muslims, Christians, and Jews from the Crusades to twenty-firstcentury London. Celebrated British-Pakistani journalist and author Tariq Ali takes a mind-expanding journey through the ages with these five
acclaimed works of fiction, available now in one collection. Shadows of the Pomegranate Tree: “Ali captures the humanity and splendor of
Muslim Spain” in “an enthralling story, unraveled with thrift and verve” (The Independent). For the doomed Moors, the fall of Granada and
the approaching forces of Christendom bring not peace but the sword. The Book of Saladin: After Saladin reclaims the holy city of Jerusalem
from the Crusaders, he turns to a Jewish scribe to record his story, which Edward Said calls “a narrative for our time, haunted by distant
events and characters who are closer to us than we had dreamed.” The Stone Woman: “Ali paints a vivid picture of a fading world,”
proclaims the New York Times Book Review, as a distant descendant of an exiled Ottoman courtier suffers a stroke in Istanbul, and his family
rushes to his side to hear his last stories. A Sultan in Palermo: In “a marvelously paced and boisterously told novel of intrigue, love,
insurrection and manipulation,” cartographer Muhammad al-Idrisi is caught between his friendship with King Roger of Sicily and the
resentments of his fellow Muslims (The Guardian). Night of the Golden Butterfly: A Lahore-born writer living in London is called back to his
homeland by an old friend who, at seventy-five, has finally fallen in love. “If Pakistan is a land of untold stories,” writes the New Statesman,
Ali is “the country’s finest historian and critic.”
This monograph provides a fresh perspective on German-language minority literature since the reunification by examining how three writers Rafik Schami, Emine Sevgi Özdamar, and Feridun Zaimoglu - have re-read, adapted, and debated the German
The story of the Warsaw Ghetto told through twenty-eight never-before-published accounts-a precious and historic find. In the history of the
Holocaust, the Warsaw Ghetto stands as the enduring symbol of Jewish suffering and heroism. This collective memoir-a mosaic of individual
diaries, journals, and accounts-follows the fate of the Warsaw Jews from the first bombardments of the Polish capital to the razing of the
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Jewish district. The life of the ghetto appears here in striking detail: the frantic exchange of apartments as the walls first go up; the daily battle
against starvation and disease; the moral ambiguities confronting Jewish bureaucracies under Nazi rule; the ingenuity of smugglers; and the
acts of resistance. Written inside the ghetto or in hiding outside its walls, these extraordinary testimonies preserve voices otherwise
consigned to oblivion: a woman doctor whose four-year-old son is deemed a threat to the hideout; a painter determined to complete his mural
of Job and his trials; a ten-year-old girl barely eluding blackmailers on the Aryan side of the city. Stunning in their immediacy, the urgent
accounts recorded here provide much more than invaluable historical detail: they challenge us to imagine the unimaginable.
Randa Abdel-Fattah's new novel about about finding your place in life . . . and learning to accept yourself and your culture. "At school I'm
Aussie-blonde Jamie -- one of the crowd. At home I'm Muslim Jamilah -- driven mad by my Stone Age dad. I should win an Oscar for my
acting skills. But I can't keep it up for much longer..." Jamie just wants to fit in. She doesn't want to be seen as a stereotypical Muslim girl, so
she does everything possible to hide that part of herself. Even if it means pushing her friends away because she's afraid to let them know her
dad forbids her from hanging out with boys or that she secretly loves to play the darabuka (Arabic drums).
Over 21 million copies sold worldwide
"Germany long ago became part of us German Turks," Zafer Senocak observes. "Are we also a part of Germany?" Gathered here for the first
time in English translation, these essays chart a new orientation for German life, culture, and politics beyond the Cold War and at the dawn of
an unprecedented era. The 1990s began with national unification between East and West and closed with a radical liberalization of German
citizenship law; many questions about the largest minority in this multicultural Germany have yet to be asked. This decade also reeled with
war in the Persian Gulf and "ethnic cleansing" in the Balkans. As Germans imagine themselves as westerners interacting with Muslim
populations at home and abroad, these essays acquire a critical urgency. Senocak reconfigures the Turkish diaspora and the German nation
by mapping a "tropical Germany."
Sarmada, Arabic for “perpetuate” or “the eternally-not-changed,” is the novel’s fictitious setting. In the title, Fadi Azzam creates a new word
(a derivative female form of noun-verb, which does not exist in Arabic) and in so doing immediately lets the reader know that women are the
protagonists of this story that spans several generations, from Syria to Paris and back again. The novel is set in the Druze area and is a
declaration of love for tolerance and for the peaceful coexistence of the many religious groups that live in close proximity. Myths, communists,
nationalists, murder, illicit love, superstition, erotic trees and women’s breasts make up the tapestry of this strange, beautifully writen, first
novel. Fadi Azzam narrates, just as he writes poetry: Sarmada is direct, ruthless and full of fire.
Chronicled through the diverse voices of the Cherokee, white soldiers, evangelists, leaders, and others, a historical novel captures the
devastating uprooting of the Cherokee from their lands in 1838 and their forced march westward
A MASTERPIECE FROM THE BEST-SELLING AUTHOR OF THE DARK SIDE OF LOVE -- A murder in Damascus, a love with the power to
save a young man?s life? In his latest novel, Rafik Schami ventures to the land of his childhood, where he is now unable to safely return:
Syria.As a young girl, Sophia falls deeply in love with Karim, but weds a rich goldsmith instead. A few years later, Karim is accused of an
assassination he did not commit and Sophia saves his life. He promises that she will forever have his loyalty, no matter the risk to himself.
Long after the incident is buried in memory, Sophia's only son, Salman, returns to Damascus after forty years of exile in Italy; when his photo
appears in the newspaper, he is forced into hiding and fears for his life. Remembering Karim?s promise, Sophia decides to call on him for
help in spite of the many years that have passed, and the lost opportunity of their once-consuming passion.Set during the tumultuous years
leading up to the Arab Spring, Sophia delivers the intricate plotting and lyrical prose that Schami?s readers expect, and reveals the power of
love to overcome all barriers of time and circumstance.
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe introduced the concept of Weltliteratur in 1827 to describe the growing availability of texts from other nations.
Although the term "World Literature" is widely used today, there is little agreement on what it means and even less awareness of its evolution.
In this wide-ranging work, John Pizer traces the concept of Weltliteratur in Germany beginning with Goethe and continuing through Heinrich
Heine, Karl Marx, and Friedrich Engels to the present as he explores its importation into the United States in the 1830s and the teaching of
World Literature in U.S. classrooms since the early twentieth century. Pizer demonstrates the concept's ongoing viability through an in-depth
reading of the contemporary Syrian-German transnational novelist Rafik Schami. He also provides a clear methodology for World Literature
courses in the twenty-first century. Pizer argues persuasively that Weltliteratur can provide cohesion to the study of World Literature today. In
his view, traditional "World Lit" classes are limited by their focus on the universal elements of literature. A course based on Weltliteratur,
however, promotes a more thorough understanding of literature as a dialectic between the universal and the particular. In a practical guide to
teaching World Literature by employing Goethe's paradigm, he explains how to help students navigate between the extremes of
homogenization on the one hand and exoticism on the other, learning both what cultures share and what distinguishes them. Everyone who
teaches World Literature will want to read this stimulating book. In addition, anyone interested in the development of the concept from its
German roots to its American fruition will find The Idea of World Literature immensely rewarding.
After meeting the enigmatic Madeleine, Jasper, a calligrapher and notorious seducer, finds himself falling in love and discovers in the poems
of John Donne, which he has been transcribing, the meaning of love and life.
Once there was a farm where many pigs and many chickens lived in cordial but distant contentment. They were all very polite to each other,
but no pig ever played with a chicken and no chicken ever played with a pig. Not, that is, until Albert meets Lila. Both are outcasts: Albert
ridiculed because he is the only white pig on the farm and Lila exiled from the henhouse because she is too old to lay eggs. Naturally, the
other animals shake their heads over this odd couple. But Albert and Lila don't care. They're having too much fun together. And when they
come up with a cunning plan to outwit the fox, they transform the farm into a safe and happy haven filled with friendship and fun for all.
Experience the tale of a hapless young artist, Yasmine the pick-up, and an extraordinary journey across the world.
Literature with A White Helmet explores issues of refugee writers, contemporary works of fiction and nonfiction on the refugee’s body and
experience, the biopolitics of refugees, and disputes over the ethicality of representing refugees by writers and human rights activists. The
book relies on a broad selection of texts by authors who, in one way or another, have experienced displacement, witnessed it, imagined it, or
co-written about it.
Rafik Schami lived in Damascus for twenty-five years before going into exile and becoming a prize-winning novelist. But he never forgot
Damascus, the Pearl of the Orient, the city he loves most in the world. This beautifully written journey around the city is alive with its colors
and smells and tells of the yearning of exile.
The third novel in Yasmina Khadra's bestselling trilogy about Islamic fundamentalism has the most compelling backdrop of any of his novels:
Iraq in the wake of the American invasion. A young Iraqi student, unable to attend college because of the war, sees American soldiers leave a
trail of humiliation and grief in his small village. Bent on revenge, he flees to the chaotic streets of Baghdad where insurgents soon realize
they can make use of his anger. Eventually he is groomed for a secret terrorist mission meant to dwarf the attacks of September 11th, only to
find himself struggling with moral qualms. The Sirens of Baghdad is a powerful look at the effects of violence on ordinary people, showing
what can turn a decent human being into a weapon, and how the good in human nature can resist. “Compelling. . . . Khadra brings us deep
into the hearts and minds of people living in unspeakable mental anguish.” —Los Angeles Times
Julia has everything money can buy...except for acceptance by either the Gentiles or the Jews. Her Greek father already has a wife and
family, leaving Julia and her Hebrew mother second-class citizens. But when they are introduced to followers of the Way, they become part of
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that community of believers. Abigail's brother, Jacob, now a young man, is attempting to discover his own place as a Christian. He is
concerned that being more serious about his faith means trading away the exhilaration of his current profession as a caravan guard. Hired by
Julia's father to protect the wealthy merchant's caravans on the secretive "Frankincense Trail"--undercover transport of this highly valuable
commodity--Jacob also passes letters and messages between various communities of believers. He is alarmed to find out that Julia, hardly
more than a girl, is also a messenger. Can their immediate mistrust be put aside to finally bring their hearts together?
Amid the turmoil of modern Damascus, one teenage boy finds his political voice in a message of rebellion that echoes throughout Syria and
as far away as Western Europe. Inspired by his dearest friend, old Uncle Salim, he begins a journal to record his thoughts and impressions of
family, friends, life at school, and his growing feelings for his girlfriend, Nadia. Soon the hidden diary becomes more than just a way to
remember his daily adventures; on its pages he explores his frustration with the government injustices he witnesses. His courage and
ingenuity finally find an outlet when he and his friends begin a subversive underground newspaper. Warmed by a fine sense of humor, this
novel is at once a moving love story and a passionate testimony to the difficult and committed actions being taken by young people around
the world.
With soaring vision and profound intelligence, Robert Stone has written a harrowing, breathtaking novel about our desperate search, at any
price, for the consolation of redemption—and about the people who are all too willing to provide it. A violent confrontation in the Gaza Strip, a
mind-altering pilgrimage, a race through riot-filled Jerusalem streets, a cat-and-mouse game in an underground maze, a desperate attempt to
prevent a bomb from detonating beneath the Temple Mount—Damascus Gate is an exhilarating journey through the moral and religious
ambiguities that haunt the holiest of cities and its seekers, cynics, hustlers, and madmen. Set in Jerusalem, where violence, ecstasy, heresy,
and salvation are all to be found, Damascus Gate is simultaneously the story of a man's search for truth—or some version of it—and the story
of a city where sanity is casually traded for faith.
Fatima accepts the challenge to work for the mean-tempered lord of the castle who steals the dreams of anyone who becomes angry with
him.
Damascus NightsInterlink Publishing

A new novel from Wole Soyinka prize-winning author of Everything Good Will Come. Lagos, January 1976, six years
after the Nigerian Civil War. A new military regime has been in power for six months, but rumors are spreading that a
countercoup is imminent. At an art exhibition in the affluent Ikoyi neighborhood, Remi Lawal, a Nigerian woman who runs
her own greeting-card shop, meets Frances Cooke, who introduces herself as an American art dealer, in Nigeria to buy
rare beads. They become friends and over the next few weeks confide in each other about their aspirations, loyalties,
marriage, motherhood?and Nigeria itself, as hospitable Remi welcomes the enigmatic Frances into her world. Remi’s
husband, Tunde, naturally suspects Frances—like any American in Lagos—of gathering intelligence for the CIA, yet she is
unconvinced. Cynical about the country’s unending instability, and alienated by the shallowness of the city’s elite, she
willingly shares her views with Frances. But the February 13 assassination of General Muhammed prompts Remi to
reconsider one particular conversation with her new acquaintance in a different light. Her discouragement overcome by a
reawakened sense of patriotism, she begins to doubt that the bead collector is who she claims to be. With her signature
subtlety and wit, Sefi Atta recasts the international espionage tale by bringing the intrigue and politics of family life to the
fore. The story of a brief friendship, The Bead Collector reveals one Nigerian mother’s yearning—amid legacies of conflict
and uncertainty—to help build her country from home.
Diary entries set against the background of political unrest in the Middle east, in which a fourteen year old describes
three years of his life in Damascus where work, school, romance and friendship mingle together with threats of war and
constant coups.; Translated from the German by Rika Lesser.
Winner of the 2018 PEN Translation Prize. “Krall’s newly translated story of love during the Holocaust is a profound and
uplifting masterpiece.” —The Guardian In this canonical work of Polish reportage, Hanna Krall crafts a terse and
unexpected human lesson out of a Holocaust novel and love story. A raw interplay of history and fiction spanning the
Warsaw Ghetto, Auschwitz, and Zionist Israel, this bestselling novel won the English PEN Award and the Found in
Translation Award. One of Publishers Weekly’s Best Books of 2017 “The prose never once seems out of the author’s
control, displaying precisely the serious artistry required to elevate and illuminate such harrowing material.” —Publishers
Weekly (starred review) “Krall’s unique voice . . . dominates this detached, surreal, curiously playful tale of a woman of
indefatigable resourcefulness trapped between history and her heart. A quirky but exceptional story of infinite love and
life-sustaining commitment.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “Hanna Krall brings Izolda R. to life through dry, factual,
rhythmic prose—a litany whose cumulative effect powerfully endears her to readers.” —Slavenka Drakulic, author of Café
Europa Revisted “A stirring and powerful document that, while marvelously concise, stands at the crossroads of the
horrible history of humanity in the twentieth century.” —Eric Alterman, New York Times-bestselling author of Lying in
State “A remarkable find . . . The style is bluntly simple, like the affectless telling of a fable. The reader is held at a
distance by a tone that is so studiedly neutral as to be almost jaunty, yet because it is relating the most appalling
atrocities it becomes the more affecting.” —The Sunday Times
An adventurous little crow goes in search of the magnificent peacock, and, upon meeting him, manages to humble the
peacock and endear himself to the other birds.
Set amidst the turbulence of 1950s Cairo, Beer in the Snooker Club is the story of Ram Bey, an over-educated, underambitious young Egyptian struggling to find out where he fits in. Ram’s favorite haunt is the fashionable Cairo Snooker
Club, whose members strive to emulate English gentility; but his best friends are young intellectuals who devour the
works of Sartre and engage in dangerous revolutionary activities to support Egyptian independence. By turns biting and
comic, Beer in the Snooker Club — the first and only book by Waguih Ghali — became a cult classic when it was first
published and remains a timeless portrait of a loveable rogue coming of age in turbulent times.
Rafik Schami's award-winning novel. In the classical Arab tradition of tale-telling, here is a magical book that celebrates
the power of storytelling, delightfully transformed for modern sensibilities by an award-winning author. The time is presentday Damascus, and Salim the coachman, the city's most famous storyteller, is mysteriously struck dumb. To break the
spell, seven friends gather for seven nights to present Salim with seven wondrous "gifts"—seven stories of their own
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design. Upon this enchanting frame of tales told in the fragrant Arabian night, the words of the past grow fainter, as
ancient customs are yielding to modern turmoil. While the hairdresser, the teacher, the wife of the locksmith sip their tea
and pass the water pipe, they swap stories about the magical and the mundane: about djinnis and princesses, about
contemporary politics and the difficulties of bargaining in a New York department store. And as one tale leads to
another... and another... all of Damascus appears before your eyes, along with a vision of storytelling—and talk—as the
essence of friendship, of community, of life. A sly and graceful work, a delight to readers young and old, Damascus
Nights is, according to Publishers Weekly, "a highly atmospheric, pungent narrative."
A dead man hangs from the portal of St Paul Chapel in Damascus. He was a Muslim officer and he was murdered. But
when Detective Barudi sets out to interrogate the man’s mysterious widow, the Secret Service takes the case away from
him. Barudi continues to investigate clandestinely and discovers the murderer’s motive: it is a blood feud between the
Mushtak and Shahin clans, reaching back to the beginnings of the 20th century. And, linked to it, a love story that can
have no happy ending, for reconciliation has no place within the old tribal structures. Rafik Schami dazzling novel spans
a century of Syrian history in which politics and religions continue to torment an entire people. Simultaneously, his poetic
stories from three generations tell of the courage of lovers who risk death sooner than deny their passions. He has also
written a heartfelt tribute to his hometown Damascus and a great and moving hymn to the power of love.
A riveting and powerful story of an unforgiving time, an unlikely friendship and an indestructible love
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