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Dreams Of Trespass Tales Of A
Harem Girlhood
Mernissi recounts the extraordinary stories of fifteen queen s
and reflects on the implications for the ways in which politics
is practiced in Islam today, a world in which women are
largely excluded form the political domain.
Throughout my childhood, my grandmother Yasmina, who
was illiterate and grew up in a harem, repeated that to travel
is the best way to learn and to empower yourself. "When a
woman decides to use her wings, she takes big risks," she
would tell me, but she was convinced that if you didn't use
them, it hurt.... So recalls Fatema Mernissi at the outset of her
mesmerizing new book. Of all the lessons she learned from
her grandmother -- whose home was, after all, a type of
prison -- the most central was that the opportunity to cross
boundaries was a sacred privilege. Indeed, in journeys both
physical and mental, Mernissi has spent virtually all of her life
traveling -- determined to "use her wings" and to renounce
her gender's alleged legacy of powerlessness. Bursting with
the vitality of Mernissi's personality and of her rich heritage,
Scheherazade Goes West reveals the author's unique
experiences as a liberated, independent Moroccan woman
faced with the peculiarities and unexpected encroachments of
Western culture. Her often surprising discoveries about the
conditions of and attitudes toward women around the world -and the exquisitely embroidered amalgam of clear-eyed
autobiography and dazzling meta-fiction by which she relates
those assorted discoveries -- add up to a deliciously wry,
engagingly cosmopolitan, and deeply penetrating narrative. In
her previous bestselling works, Mernissi -- widely recognized
as the world's greatest living Koranic scholar and Islamic
sociologist -- has shed unprecedented light on the lives of
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women in the Middle East. Now, as a writer and scholarly
veteran of the high-wire act of straddling disparate societies,
she trains her eyes on the female culture of the West. For her
book's inspired central metaphor, Mernissi turns to the
ancient Islamic tradition of oral storytelling, illuminating her
grandmother's feminized, subversive, and highly erotic take
on Scheherazade's wife-preserving tales from The Arabian
Nights -- and then ingeniously applying them to her own
lyrically embellished personal narrative. Interwoven with vivid
ruminations on her childhood, her education, and her various
international travels are the author's piquant musings on a
range of deeply embedded societal conditions that add up,
Mernissi argues, to a veritable "Western harem." A
provocative and lively challenge to the common assumption
that women have it so much better in the West than
anywhere else in the world, Mernissi's book is an entrancing
and timely look at the way we live here and now. By inspiring
us to reconsider even the most commonplace aspects of our
culture with fresh eyes and a healthy dose of suspicion,
Scheherazade Goes West offers an invigorating, candid, and
entertaining new perspective on the themes and ideas to
which Betty Friedan first turned us on nearly forty years ago.
A poetic vision of power, colonialism, and gender in North
Africa, The Sand Child has been justifiably celebrated around
the world as a daring and significant work of international
fiction.
In the tradition of A Year in Provence and Under the Tuscan
Sun, acclaimed English travel writer Tahir Shah shares a
highly entertaining account of making an exotic dream come
true. By turns hilarious and harrowing, here is the story of his
family’s move from the gray skies of London to the sundrenched city of Casablanca, where Islamic tradition and
African folklore converge–and nothing is as easy as it
seems…. Inspired by the Moroccan vacations of his childhood,
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Tahir Shah dreamed of making a home in that astonishing
country. At age thirty-six he got his chance. Investing what
money he and his wife, Rachana, had, Tahir packed up his
growing family and bought Dar Khalifa, a crumbling ruin of a
mansion by the sea in Casablanca that once belonged to the
city’s caliph, or spiritual leader. With its lush grounds, cool,
secluded courtyards, and relaxed pace, life at Dar Khalifa
seems sure to fulfill Tahir’s fantasy–until he discovers that in
many ways he is farther from home than he imagined. For in
Morocco an empty house is thought to attract jinns, invisible
spirits unique to the Islamic world. The ardent belief in their
presence greatly hampers sleep and renovation plans, but
that is just the beginning. From elaborate exorcism rituals
involving sacrificial goats to dealing with gangster neighbors
intent on stealing their property, the Shahs must cope with a
new culture and all that comes with it. Endlessly enthralling,
The Caliph’s House charts a year in the life of one family
who takes a tremendous gamble. As we follow Tahir on his
travels throughout the kingdom, from Tangier to Marrakech to
the Sahara, we discover a world of fierce contrasts that any
true adventurer would be thrilled to call home.
Cultural differences between the families of Mireille, daughter
of a French diplomat, and Ousmane, son of a poor Muslim
family in Senegal, threatens to destroy their marriage
The book first explores some of the concrete issues
fundamental to status of Muslim women, such as the
production of statistics which mask women's contribution to
the economies of Arab states. Mernissi also looks at a variety
of demographics including education and literacy - she shows
their importance not only for empowering women but also for
improving their health.
BONUS: This edition contains an excerpt from Hisham
Matar's Anatomy of a Disappearance. Libya, 1979. Nine-yearold Suleiman’s days are circumscribed by the narrow rituals
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of childhood: outings to the ruins surrounding Tripoli, games
with friends played under the burning sun, exotic gifts from his
father’s constant business trips abroad. But his nights have
come to revolve around his mother’s increasingly disturbing
bedside stories full of old family bitterness. And then one day
Suleiman sees his father across the square of a busy
marketplace, his face wrapped in a pair of dark sunglasses.
Wasn’t he supposed to be away on business yet again? Why
is he going into that strange building with the green shutters?
Why did he lie? Suleiman is soon caught up in a world he
cannot hope to understand—where the sound of the telephone
ringing becomes a portent of grave danger; where his mother
frantically burns his father’s cherished books; where a
stranger full of sinister questions sits outside in a parked car
all day; where his best friend’s father can disappear
overnight, next to be seen publicly interrogated on state
television. In the Country of Men is a stunning depiction of a
child confronted with the private fallout of a public nightmare.
But above all, it is a debut of rare insight and literary grace.
Dreams Of TrespassTales Of A Harem GirlhoodBasic Books

Interviews with Moroccan Women
With clarity and concision, Juan Cole disentangles the
key foreign policy issues that America is grappling with
today--from our dependence on Middle East petroleum
to the promotion of Islamophobia by the American
right--and delivers his informed advice on the best way
forward. Cole's unique ability to take the true Muslim
perspective into account when looking at East-West
relations make his insights well-rounded and prescient
as he suggests a course of action on fundamental issues
like religion, oil, war and peace. With substantive
recommendations for the next administration on how to
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move forward in key countries such as Iraq, Pakistan,
Afghanistan, and Iran, Engaging the Muslim World
reveals how we can repair the damage of the disastrous
foreign policy of the last eight years and forge ahead on
a path of peace and prosperity. Cole argues: * Al-Qaeda
is not a mass movement like fascism or communism but
rather a small political cult like the American far right
circles that produced Timothy McVeigh. * The Muslim
world is not a new Soviet Bloc but rather is full of close
allies or potential allies. * There can be no such thing as
American energy independence, we will need Islamic oil
to survive as a superpower into the next century. * Iran is
not an implacable enemy of the U.S.--it can and should
be fruitfully engaged, which is a necessary step for
American energy security since Tehran can play the
spoiler in the strategic Persian Gulf. * America's best
hope in Iraq is careful, deliberate military
disengagement, rather than either through immediate
withdrawal or a century-long military presence--in other
words, both the Democrat and Republican presidential
candidates are wrong.
In this book, we have hand-picked the most
sophisticated, unanticipated, absorbing (if not at times
crackpot!), original and musing book reviews of "Dreams
of Trespass: Tales of a Harem Girlhood." Don't say we
didn't warn you: these reviews are known to shock with
their unconventionality or intimacy. Some may be
startled by their biting sincerity; others may be
spellbound by their unbridled flights of fantasy. Don't buy
this book if: 1. You don't have nerves of steel. 2. You
expect to get pregnant in the next five minutes. 3. You've
Page 5/21

Read Online Dreams Of Trespass Tales Of A
Harem Girlhood
heard it all.
Alluring and rich, Lalla Essaydi's work plays with the
representation of Islam and the Orient in the West. Her
work reaches far beyond Islamic culture to invoke the
Western fascination with the veil and the harem as
expressed in 19th-century Orientalist painting which
suggested exoticism, fantasy and mysticism were
abound in Arab culture. In an act of reclamation,
Essayadi re-uses this visual language - the exquisite
architecture, the interior decor, the clothing - to turn both
the visualisation of women and of Islam in a different
direction.
A political thriller set against the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, from the Pulitzer-nominated, bestselling author
of For the Relief of Unbearable Urges. A Los Angeles
Times Best Book of the Year “Blends elements of spy
thriller and love story, magical realism, and an all-tooreal history of one of the world’s most intractable
problems: peace between Israel and its neighbors." —The
Boston Globe In the Negev desert, a nameless prisoner
languishes in a secret cell, his only companion the guard
who has watched over him for a dozen years.
Meanwhile, the prisoner’s arch nemesis—The General,
Israel’s most controversial leader—lies dying in a hospital
bed. From Israel and Gaza to Paris, Italy, and America,
Englander provides a kaleidoscopic view of the
prisoner’s unlikely journey to his cell. Dinner at the
Center of the Earth is a tour de force—a powerful, wryly
funny, intensely suspenseful portrait of a nation riven by
insoluble conflict, and the man who improbably lands at
the center of it all.
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The Open Door is a landmark of women's writing in
Arabic. Published in 1960, it was very bold for its time in
exploring a middle-class Egyptian girl's coming of sexual
and political age, in the context of the Egyptian
nationalist movement preceding the 1952 revolution. The
novel traces the pressures on young women and young
men of that time and class as they seek to free
themselves of family control and social expectations.
Young Layla and her brother become involved in the
student activism of the 1940s and early 1950s and in the
popular resistance to continued imperialist rule; the story
culminates in the 1956 Suez Crisis, when Gamal Abd alNasser's nationalization of the Canal led to a British,
French, and Israeli invasion. Not only daring in her
themes, Latifa al-Zayyat was also bold in her use of
colloquial Arabic, and the novel contains some of the
liveliest dialogue in modern Arabic literature. "Not only a
great novel, but a literary landmark that shaped our
consciousness." Abdel Moneim Tallima "A great
anticolonialist work in a feminist key." Ferial Ghazoul
"Latifa al-Zayyat greatly helped all of us Egyptian writers
in our early writing careers." Naguib Mahfouz
Set amidst the turmoil of contemporary Middle Eastern
politics, this vivid and highly-acclaimed novel by an
Egyptian journalist is an intimate look into the lives of
Arab women today. Here, a woman who grows up
among the Egyptian elite, marries a Westernized
husband, and, while pursuing graduate study, becomes
embroiled in a love affair with an uncouth Englishman.
Relates the story of a young African woman who fled to
the United States to escape ritual genital mutilation and
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was imprisoned for sixteen months

First published in Malayalam in 1973, My Story,
Kamala Das' sensational autobiography, shocked
readers with its total disregard for mindless
conventions and its fearless articulation of a subject
still considered taboo. Depicting the author's
intensely personal experiences in her passage to
womanhood and shedding light on the hypocrisies
that informed traditional society, this memoir was far
ahead of its time and is now acknowledged as a
bona fide masterpiece.
This book presents a detailed critical analysis of the
work of Fatima Mernissi. Mernissi is considered to
be one of the major figures in Feminist thought for
both Morocco and Muslim society in general. This
work discusses Mernissi's intellectual trajectory from
'secular' to 'Islamic' feminism in order to trace the
evolution of so-called Islamic feminist theory. The
book also engages critically with the work of other
Muslim feminists, using frameworks and approaches
developed in the works of Muslim reformist thinkers,
namely Mohammed Arkoun and Nasr Abu Zaid, with
the aim of engaging the theorization of this emerging
Feminism.
The most important scientist of the twentieth century
and the most important artist had their periods of
greatest creativity almost simultaneously and in
remarkably similar circumstances. This fascinating
parallel biography of Albert Einstein and Pablo
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Picasso as young men examines their greatest
creations -- Picasso's Les Demoiselles d'Avignon
and Einstein's special theory of relativity. Miller
shows how these breakthroughs arose not only from
within their respective fields but from larger currents
in the intellectual culture of the times. Ultimately,
Miller shows how Einstein and Picasso, in a deep
and important sense, were both working on the
same problem.
The bestselling author who made mincemeat of
political correctness in Thank You for Smoking,
conspiracy theories in Little Green Men, and
Presidential indiscretions No Way to Treat a First
Lady now takes on the hottest topic in the entire
world-Arab-American relations-in a blistering comic
novel sure to offend the few it doesn't delight.
Appalled by the punishment of her rebellious friend
Nazrah, youngest and most petulant wife of Prince
Bawad of Wasabia, Florence Farfarletti decides to
draw a line in the sand. As Deputy to the deputy
assistant secretary for Near East Affairs, Florence
invents a far-reaching, wide-ranging plan for female
emancipation in that part of the world. The U.S.
government, of course, tells her to forget it. Publicly,
that is. Privately, she's enlisted in a top-secret
mission to impose equal rights for the sexes on the
small emirate of Matar (pronounced "Mutter"), the
"Switzerland of the Persian Gulf." Her crack team: a
CIA killer, a snappy PR man, and a brilliant but
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frustrated gay bureaucrat. Her weapon: TV shows.
The lineup on TV Matar includes A Thousand and
One Mornings, a daytime talk show that features selfdefense tips to be used against boyfriends during
Ramadan; an addictive soap opera featuring
strangely familiar members of the Matar royal family;
and a sitcom about an inept but ruthless squad of
religious police, pitched as "Friends from Hell." The
result: the first deadly car bombs in the country since
1936, a fatwa against the station's entire staff, a
struggle for control of the kingdom, and, of course,
interference from the French. And that's only the
beginning. A merciless dismantling of both American
ineptitude and Arabic intolerance, Florence of Arabia
is Christopher Buckley's funniest and most serious
novel yet, a biting satire of how U.S. good intentions
can cause the Shiite to hit the fan.
Leila Abouzeid, whose novel Year of the Elephant
has gone through six reprintings, has now translated
her childhood memoir into English. Published in
Rabat in 1993 to critical acclaim, the work brings to
life the interlocking dramas of family ties and political
conflict. Against a background of Morocco's struggle
for independence from French colonial rule,
Abouzeid charts the development of personal
relationships, between generations as well as
between husbands and wives. Abouzeid's father is a
central figure; as a strong advocate of Moroccan
nationalism, he was frequently imprisoned by the
Page 10/21

Read Online Dreams Of Trespass Tales Of A
Harem Girlhood
French and his family forced to flee the capital. Si
Hmed was a public hero, but the young daughter's
memories of her famous father and of the family's
plight because of his political activities are not so
idyllic. The memoir utilizes multiple voices, especially
those of women, in a manner reminiscent of the
narrative strategies of the oral tradition in Moroccan
culture. Return to Childhood may also be classified
as an autobiography, a form only now gaining
respect as a valid literary genre in the Middle East.
Abouzeid's own introduction and Elizabeth Fernea's
foreword discuss this new development in Arabic
literature.
Is Islam compatible with democracy? Must
fundamentalism win out in the Middle East, or will
democracy ever be possible? In this now-classic
book, Islamic sociologist Fatima Mernissi explores
the ways in which progressive Muslims--defenders of
democracy, feminists, and others trying to resist
fundamentalism--must use the same sacred texts as
Muslims who use them for violent ends, to prove
different views. Updated with a new introduction by
the author written in the wake of the September 11
terrorist attacks on the United States, Islam and
Democracy serves as a guide to the players moving
the pieces on the rather grim Muslim chessboard. It
shines new light on the people behind today's
terrorist acts and raises provocative questions about
the possibilities for democracy and human rights in
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the Islamic world. Essential reading for anyone
interested in the politics of the Middle East today,
Islam and Democracy is as timely now as it was
upon its initial, celebrated publication.
"Sentimental, heartfelt….the exploration of Henry’s
changing relationship with his family and with Keiko
will keep most readers turning pages...A timely debut
that not only reminds readers of a shameful episode
in American history, but cautions us to examine the
present and take heed we don’t repeat those
injustices."-- Kirkus Reviews “A tender and satisfying
novel set in a time and a place lost forever, Hotel on
the Corner of Bitter and Sweet gives us a glimpse of
the damage that is caused by war--not the sweeping
damage of the battlefield, but the cold, cruel damage
to the hearts and humanity of individual people.
Especially relevant in today's world, this is a
beautifully written book that will make you think. And,
more importantly, it will make you feel." -- Garth
Stein, New York Times bestselling author of The Art
of Racing in the Rain “Jamie Ford's first novel
explores the age-old conflicts between father and
son, the beauty and sadness of what happened to
Japanese Americans in the Seattle area during
World War II, and the depths and longing of deepheart love. An impressive, bitter, and sweet debut.”
-- Lisa See, bestselling author of Snow Flower and
the Secret Fan In the opening pages of Jamie
Ford’s stunning debut novel, Hotel on the Corner of
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Bitter and Sweet, Henry Lee comes upon a crowd
gathered outside the Panama Hotel, once the
gateway to Seattle’s Japantown. It has been
boarded up for decades, but now the new owner has
made an incredible discovery: the belongings of
Japanese families, left when they were rounded up
and sent to internment camps during World War II.
As Henry looks on, the owner opens a Japanese
parasol. This simple act takes old Henry Lee back to
the 1940s, at the height of the war, when young
Henry’s world is a jumble of confusion and
excitement, and to his father, who is obsessed with
the war in China and having Henry grow up
American. While “scholarshipping” at the exclusive
Rainier Elementary, where the white kids ignore him,
Henry meets Keiko Okabe, a young Japanese
American student. Amid the chaos of blackouts,
curfews, and FBI raids, Henry and Keiko forge a
bond of friendship–and innocent love–that
transcends the long-standing prejudices of their Old
World ancestors. And after Keiko and her family are
swept up in the evacuations to the internment
camps, she and Henry are left only with the hope
that the war will end, and that their promise to each
other will be kept. Forty years later, Henry Lee is
certain that the parasol belonged to Keiko. In the
hotel’s dark dusty basement he begins looking for
signs of the Okabe family’s belongings and for a
long-lost object whose value he cannot begin to
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measure. Now a widower, Henry is still trying to find
his voice–words that might explain the actions of his
nationalistic father; words that might bridge the gap
between him and his modern, Chinese American
son; words that might help him confront the choices
he made many years ago. Set during one of the
most conflicted and volatile times in American
history, Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet is an
extraordinary story of commitment and enduring
hope. In Henry and Keiko, Jamie Ford has created
an unforgettable duo whose story teaches us of the
power of forgiveness and the human heart. BONUS:
This edition contains a Hotel on the Corner of Bitter
and Sweet discussion guide and an excerpt from
Jamie Ford's Love and Other Consolation Prizes.
This "wonderful and enchanting" memoir tells the
revelatory true story of one Muslim girl's life in her
family's French Moroccan harem, set against the
backdrop of World War II (The New York Times
Book Review). "I was born in a harem in 1940 in
Fez, Morocco..." So begins Fatima Mernissi in this
illuminating narrative of a childhood behind the iron
gates of a domestic harem. In Dreams of Trespass,
Mernissi weaves her own memories with the dreams
and memories of the women who surrounded her in
the courtyard of her youth -- women who, without
access to the world outside, recreated it from sheer
imagination. A beautifully written account of a girl
confronting the mysteries of time and place, gender
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and sex, Dreams of Trespass illuminates what it was
like to be a modern Muslim woman in a place
steeped in tradition.
A firsthand account of the private world of a harem in
colonial Cairo—by a groundbreaking Egyptian feminist
who helped liberate countless women. In this compelling
memoir, Shaarawi recalls her childhood and early adult
life in the seclusion of an upper-class Egyptian
household, including her marriage at age thirteen. Her
subsequent separation from her husband gave her time
for an extended formal education, as well as an
unexpected taste of independence. Shaarawi’s feminist
activism grew, along with her involvement in Egypt’s
nationalist struggle, culminating in 1923 when she
publicly removed her veil in a Cairo railroad station, a
daring act of defiance. In this fascinating account of a
true original feminist, readers are offered a glimpse into a
world rarely seen by westerners, and insight into a
woman who would not be kept as property or a secondclass citizen.
As a little girl, Fatima Mernissi was often puzzled by the
idea of the harem. Even if you accepted that men and
women needed to be kept apart, she asked, why couldn't
it be the woman who walked freely in the streets, while
men stayed locked behind the harem gates? In this
story, she tells of her childhood in a Fez harem in the
1940s, a period of social transition in Morocco.
Veerappan: poacher, smuggler, killer -- a fugitive who for
more than three decades has sustained a crime frenzy
as action packed and outlandish as anything Hollywood
(or even Bollywood) could conjure. Determined to
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escape the crushing poverty of his childhood village,
Veerappan was lured to a life of crime in his adolescence
and eventually amassed a gang with as many as 150
members. He has kidnapped wealthy men, poached
precious resources, and viciously ambushed police,
killing more than a hundred. He stole such great
quantities of explosives from nearby granite operations
that the government ordered the industry to shut down.
Yet to this day he has eluded capture, despite the
government's creation of a special task force, the sole
purpose of which is to stop him. The impenetrable Indian
jungle provides him with shelter and refuge, while
villagers, whether from fear or admiration, protect him
from the police, so that year after year he has grown
bolder and more power hungry. His most audacious act
to date -- the kidnapping of India's biggest film star -caused nationwide public upheaval and brought the film
industry to a halt, while his demands for ransom
presented the government with a crippling legal dilemma.
Investigative journalist Sunaad Raghuram's meticulously
researched report follows Veerappan's violent
progression from a small-time poacher to the bloodthirsty
criminal who has flouted the entire Indian police force
and government for decades. Using the personal
testimony of Veerappan's family members and closest
associates, Raghuram recounts this outlaw's crimes and
examines his personal life as well, including a
surprisingly touching first person account of what
Veerappan's wife has endured. Veerappan: India's Most
Wanted Man details the methods and madness of a man
alternately hailed as a messiah and condemned as a
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murderer.
The life of an Egyptian feminist. She is Ramza whose
liberal father encourages her to obtain an education, but
when the time comes to choose a husband, he reverts to
his conservative ways. Ramza rebels and becomes a
symbol of women's lib in Egypt. Lots of detail on harem
life.
Dalal is a young woman living in a crowded Baghdad
apartment with the childless aunt and uncle who raised
her. In the same building, Umm Mazin, a fortune-teller,
offers her customers cures for their physical and
romantic ailments, Saad the hairdresser attends to a
dwindling number of female customers, and Ilham, a
nurse, escapes the stark realities of her hospital job in
dreams of her long-lost French mother. Despite the
damaging effects of bombings and international
sanctions on their world, all the residents try to maintain
normal lives. Hoping to bring in much-needed cash by
selling honey, Dalal’s uncle becomes a beekeeper,
enlisting Dalal’s help in the care of these temperamental
creatures. Meanwhile, Dalal falls in love for the first
time–against a background of surprise arrests, personal
betrayals, and a crumbling social fabric that turns
neighbors into informants. Tightly crafted and full of vivid,
unforgettable characters, Absent is a haunting portrait of
life under restrictions, the fragile emotional ties among
family and friends, and the resilience of the human spirit.
Tangier, in the early 1990s: Young Moroccans gather
regularly in a seafront cafe to gaze at the lights on the
Spanish coast glimmering in the distance. Facing a
future with few prospects in a country they feel has failed
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them, their disillusionment is matched only by their
desire to reach this paradise - so close and yet so far,
not least because of the treacherous waters separating
the two countries and the frightening stories they hear of
the fates of would-be illegal emigrants. A young man
called Azel is intent upon leaving one way or another. At
the brink of despair he meets Miguel, a wealthy Spanish
gallery-owner, who promises to take him to Barcelona if
Azel will become his lover. Seeing no other solution, and
although he has a girlfriend to whom he is promised,
Azel agrees to Miguel's proposition and thus begins a
different kind of hell for the young Moroccan - shame and
self-disgust at his own helplessness gradually overcome
him and he finds himself once more in a hopeless
situation. Azel and others like him, including his sister,
begin to wonder if the reality of life in Europe will live up
to their dreams.
'My ambition is to give back to the women of my blood
the power of speech confiscated by their men.' Badra is
a young Berber girl from a North African village who is
married off to an old man, and brutally raped on her
wedding night. She thinks sexual pleasure exists only for
men, until she escapes from her cruel husband to the
city. Then she meets a handsome doctor who introduces
her to a new world of sexual passion. L'AMANDE, written
under a pseudonym by a North African woman living in
France, reads like an erotic manifesto for modern women
who want to break free from the repressive bonds of
cultural tradition to unashamedly demand their right to
pleasure.
Tells the extraordinary story of a feudal fiefdom in
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southern Morocco in the early twentieth century.

This book presents a critical study of citizenship,
state, and globalization in societies that have been
historically influenced by Islamic traditions and
institutions. Interrogating the work of contemporary
theorists of Islamic modernity such as Mohammed
Arkoun, Abdul an-Na'im, Fatima Mernissi, Talal
Asad, Saba Mahmood, and Aziz Al-Azmeh, this book
explores the debate on Islam, democracy, and
modernity, contextualized within contemporary
Muslim lifeworlds. These include contemporary
Turkey (following the 9/11 attacks and the onset of
war in Afghanistan), multicultural France (2009-10
French burqa debate), Egypt (the 2011 Tahrir
Square mass mobilizations), and India. Ali
Mirsepassi and Tadd Ferneé critique particular
counterproductive ideological conceptualizations,
voicing an emerging global ethic of reconciliation.
Rejecting the polarized conceptual ideals of the
universal or the authentic, the authors critically
reassess notions of the secular, the cosmopolitan,
and democracy. Raising questions that cut across
the disciplines of history, anthropology, sociology,
and law, this study articulates a democratic politics
of everyday life in modern Islamic societies.
As the Western world struggles to comprehend the
paradoxes of modern Turkey, Tales from the Expat
Harem reveals its most personal nuances. This
illuminating anthology provides a window into the
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country from the perspective of thirty-two expatriates
from seven different nations—artists, entrepreneurs,
Peace Corps volunteers, archaeologists,
missionaries, and others—who established lives in
Turkey for work, love, or adventure. Through
narrative essays covering the last four decades,
these diverse women unveil the mystique of the
“Orient,” describe religious conflict, embrace cultural
discovery, and maneuver familial traditions, customs,
and responsibilities. Poignant, humorous, and
transcendent, the essays take readers to weddings
and workplaces, down cobbled Byzantine streets,
into boisterous bazaars along the Silk Road, and
deep into the feminine stronghold of steamy
Ottoman bathhouses. The outcome is a stunning
collection of voices from women suspended between
two homes as they redefine their identities and
reshape their worldviews.
Convinced that the veil is a symbol of unjust male
authority over women, in The Veil and the Male Elite,
Moroccan feminist Fatima Mernissi aims to
investigate the origins of the practice in the first
Islamic community.
Tahir Shah’s The Caliph’s House, describing his
first year in Casablanca, was hailed by critics and
compared to such travel classics as A Year in
Provence and Under the Tuscan Sun. Now Shah
takes us deeper into the heart of this exotic and
magical land to uncover mysteries that have been
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hidden from Western eyes for centuries.… In this
entertaining and penetrating book, Tahir sets out on
a bold new journey across Morocco that becomes an
adventure worthy of the mythical Arabian Nights. As
he wends his way through the labyrinthine medinas
of Fez and Marrakesh, traverses the Sahara sands,
and tastes the hospitality of ordinary Moroccans,
Tahir collects a dazzling treasury of traditional
stories, gleaned from the heritage of A Thousand
and One Nights. The tales, recounted by a vivid cast
of characters, reveal fragments of wisdom and an
oriental way of thinking that is both enthralling and
fresh. A link in the chain of scholars and teachers
who have passed these stories down for centuries
like a baton in a relay race, Shah reaches layers of
culture that most visitors hardly realize exist, and
eventually discovers the story living in his own heart.
Along the way he describes the colors, characters,
and the passion of Morocco, and comes to
understand why it is such an enchanting land. From
master masons who labor only at night to Sufi wise
men who write for soap operas, and Tuareg guides
afflicted by reality TV, In Arabian Nights takes us on
an unforgettable journey, shining a light on facets of
a society that are normally left in darkness.
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