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Morocco And The Sahara Social Bonds And Geopolitical Issues
The first edition of Morocco was published one year before the mass protests of the Arab Spring rocked the Moroccan state. PostArab Spring, the country has a new constitution and government, but the state remains uncompromising on any true reform of the
monarchy’s claims to power. This new edition provides an introductory overview of the history, contemporary politics, economy,
and international relations in Morocco and offers an examination of the challenges to tradition and modernity in the post-colonial
state. It has been revised and updated to include analysis of the country’s evolving politics in the years following the Arab Spring,
and the consequences this has had for the country’s traditional monarchy. It pays particular attention to the new constitution, the
policies of the new Islamist-led government, and it includes an analysis of Morocco’s foreign policy in the post-Arab Spring
regional context. Drawing on key academic texts, the author provides a detailed analysis of Morocco, focusing on issues such as:
• Morocco’s role within the region • Trade policies with Europe • Migration • Morocco’s Western Sahara policy • Ways of dealing
with Political Islam • The extent to which European influence has affected Moroccan society Easily accessible to non-specialists,
practitioners, and upper level undergraduate students, the book will be essential reading for those working in the fields of North
African studies, International Relations and Middle East studies.
Between 1963 and 1986, eminent American anthropologists Clifford and Hildred Geertz - together and alone - conducted
ethnographic fieldwork for varying periods in Sefrou, a town situated in north-central Morocco, south of Fez. This book considers
Geertz’s contributions to sociocultural theory and symbolic anthropology. Clifford Geertz made an immense impact on the
American academy: his interpretative and symbolic approaches reoriented anthropology analytically away from classic social
science presuppositions, while his publications profoundly influenced both North American and Maghribi researchers alike. After
his death at the age of 80 on October 30, 2006, scholars from local, national, and international universities gathered at the
University of California, Los Angeles, to analyze his contributions to sociocultural theory and symbolic anthropology in relation to
Islam; ideas of the sacred; Morocco’s cityscapes (notably Sefrou’s bazaar or suq); colonialism and post-independence economic
development; gender, and political structures at the household and village levels. This book looks back to a specific era of
American anthropology beginning in the 1960s as it unfolded in Morocco; and at the same time, the contributions examine new
lines of enquiry that opened up after key texts by Geertz were translated into French and introduced to generations of francophone
Maghribi researchers who sustain lively and inventive meditations on his Morocco writings. This book was published as a special
issue of Journal of North African Studies.
Sovereignty in Exile explores sovereignty and state power through the case of a liberation movement that set out to make itself
into a state. The Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic (SADR) was founded by the Polisario Front in the wake of Spain's
abandonment of its former colony, the disputed Western Sahara. Morocco laid claim to the same territory, and the conflict has
locked Polisario and Morocco in a political stalemate that has lasted forty years. Complicating the situation is the fact that Polisario
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conducts its day-to-day operations in refugee camps near Tindouf, in Algeria, which house most of the Sahrawi exile community.
SADR (a partially recognized state) and Polisario (Western Sahara's liberation movement) together form an unusual governing
authority, originally premised on the dismantling of a perceived threat to national (Sahrawi) unity: tribes. Drawing on
unprecedented long-term research gained by living with Sahrawi refugee families, Alice Wilson examines how tribal social
relations are undermined, recycled, and have reemerged as the refugee community negotiates governance, resolves disputes,
manages social inequalities, and improvises alternatives to taxation. Wilson trains an ethnographic lens on the creation of
administrative categories, legal reforms, aid distribution, marriage practices, local markets, and contested elections within the
camps. Tracing social, political, and economic changes among Sahrawi refugees, Sovereignty in Exile reveals the dynamics of a
postcolonial liberation movement that has endured for decades in the deserts of North Africa while trying to bring about the
revolutionary transformation of a society which identifies with a Bedouin past.
Written by a foreign correspondent resident in Morocco since 1952, Morocco under King Hassan is an impartial chronicle of all the
major events in the North African kingdom during this period, relating how the king, who claimed to be a direct descendent to the
Prophet Muhammad, reigned for more than thirty years despite attempts by leftists, the military, and Muslim fundamentalists to
overthrow him. Due to strict press laws, no Moroccan has ever published a dispassionate account of the country and its monarchy.
Most books on the subject tend to fall into one of two categoriesâ??those that are hymns of praise for the Moroccan monarchy,
and those arguing that it is one of the most despotic and reactionary regimes in the world. Morocco under King Hassan is a
journalist's objective view of a country he has lived in for nearly fifty years. The book, now available in paperback, covers the
nationalist struggle for independence, conflicts with neighboring Algeria, the guerrilla war in Western Sahara, and all other major
political, economic, and social developments that have turned Morocco into a multiparty democracy with a liberal economic system
that makes it unique in the Arab world.
The objective of this edited book is to rethink the history of colonial and nationalist categories and analyses of modern Africa
through an integration and examination of the African Saharan trade as bridges that link the North, Central, and West regions of
Africa. Firstly, it offers a critique of the colonial, postcolonial and nationalist historiographies, and also of current western
scholarship on northern and Saharan Africa especially Middle East Studies and African Studies Associations. Secondly, it provides
an alternative narrative of the forgotten histories of the Sahara trade as linkages between the North and the South of the Sahara.
The Sahara desert was seldom a barrier separating the northern, middle and western parts of the continent. On the contrary, the
desert was and still constitutes a bridge of communication which connects northern Africa, West Africa and the countries in the
southern Sahara. This connection was evident in the most important cultural, economic and social relations. Two connecting
routes or bridges existed across the Sahara. First, the Hajj Routes from the north west of Africa to the holy places in Arabia.
Second, are the trade routes between central and west Africa and the shores of North Africa. These trans-Sahara trade routes
extend from the East Darb al-Arbain in Egypt and Sudan to the far west borders of Senegal, Mauritania and Morocco. Hence the
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ties between the countries in North Africa and Wadai, Bornu, Kanim, Zender, Aer and others existed since pre-historic eras. The
origins began before and were enhanced by the Islamic conquests and continued to present day.
Shows and describes the daily life of Moroccan children, and discusses the history and culture of Morocco
A critique of filmmaking in the Maghreb and sub-Saharan Africa by noted film scholar Roy Ames
Why does this remote swathe of Sahara along the Atlantic seaboard concern the USA and Europe? Why does Morocco maintain its
occupation? Why has the UN Security Council prevaricated for three decades while the Sahrawis live under Moroccan rule or as refugees? In
this revealing book, Toby Shelley examines the geopolitics involved. He brings out: The little-known struggle of Sahrawis living under
Moroccan rule to defend their identity. USA/European competition for influence in the Maghreb. The natural resources at stake -- rich fishing
grounds, phosphates, and the prospect of oil. The reasons behind the UN failure to resolve what is now Africa's last decolonisation issue. The
evolution of the USA-backed Baker Plan to settle the dispute. How the Western Sahara's history and future is tangled up with
Moroccan--Algerian rivalry. The political development of Polisario, independence movement and state-in-waiting. Toby Shelley has talked to
Polisario, Moroccan, Algerian and other diplomats. He has visited the territory and had access to opposition activists and Moroccan officials.
In the refugee camps he interviewed the leadership of Polisario. What emerges is that the fate of the Western Sahara is being moulded by
global and regional forces and that it is the Sahrawis under Moroccan rule who are best placed to influence that fate.
Black Morocco: A History of Slavery, Race, and Islam chronicles the experiences, identity and achievements of enslaved black people in
Morocco from the sixteenth century to the beginning of the twentieth century. Chouki El Hamel argues that we cannot rely solely on Islamic
ideology as the key to explain social relations and particularly the history of black slavery in the Muslim world, for this viewpoint yields an
inaccurate historical record of the people, institutions and social practices of slavery in Northwest Africa. El Hamel focuses on black
Moroccans' collective experience beginning with their enslavement to serve as the loyal army of the Sultan Isma'il. By the time the Sultan
died in 1727, they had become a political force, making and unmaking rulers well into the nineteenth century. The emphasis on the political
history of the black army is augmented by a close examination of the continuity of black Moroccan identity through the musical and cultural
practices of the Gnawa.
An unprecedented analysis of how the liberation from colonial rule has threatened the Maghreb region of Africa and created political and
social challenges that puts global security at risk. • Includes biographies of key security leaders • Contains documents and excerpts from
state constitutions and regional alliances, including those relating to the creation of Al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQMI) • Features
political maps of the core countries • Reveals anti-terrorist legislations adopted by the national governments
Freedom House, a non-profit, non-partisan organization, offers a collection of country reports on human rights as part of the Freedom in the
World 2000-2001 survey resource. A report on Western Sahara notes political rights and civil liberties within the country and includes basic
social and economic data.
"This report is in two parts. Part one examines present-day human rights conditions in Western Sahara. Part two examines present-day
human rights conditions in the Sahrawi refugee camps administered by the Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el-Hamra and Rio de
Oro (Polisario), the Sahrawi independence organization, near Tindouf, Algeria. For Western Sahara, the focus of Human Rights Watch's
investigation is the right of persons to speak, assemble, and associate on behalf of self-determination for the Sahrawi people and on behalf of
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their human rights. We found that Moroccan authorities repress this right through laws penalizing affronts to Morocco's 'territorial integrity,'
through arbitrary arrests, unfair trials, restrictions on associations and assemblies, and through police violence and harassment that goes
unpunished. For the refugee camps in Tindouf, the focus is freedom of expression and of movement. We found that at the present time, the
Polisario effectively marginalizes those who directly challenge its leadership or general political orientation, but it does not imprison them. It
allows residents to criticize its day-to-day administration of camp affairs. In practice, camp residents are able to leave the camps, via
Mauritania, if they wish to do so. However, fear and social pressure keeps those who plan to resettle in Western Sahara from disclosing their
plans before leaving"--P. 2 (2nd group).
This collection examines the Sahara holistically from the earliest (prehistoric) times through the ‘historical’ period to the present and with
political direction into the future. The contributions cover palaeoclimatology, history, archaeology (cultural heritage), social anthropology,
sociology, politics and international affairs. Structured chronologically, the volume can almost be read as a narrative of the Sahara from the
earliest times to the present, i.e. from the past climates of the Sahara in prehistoric times to the current ‘war on terror’ and its implications for
the peoples of the Sahara. Importantly, the collection shows how the region must be approached ‘holistically’, highlighting the importance of
each of these subject areas (palaeo-climates, history, politics, etc.) in relation to each other. Indeed, the first contribution is a remarkable (and
unique) paper, bringing together the work of some 8-9 internationally recognised scientists to tell the story and show the relevance to the
present day of the Sahara’s past climates etc. Nearly all the contributions stand in their own right at the cutting edge of research in their
respective fields (e.g. archaeology, history, politics, etc.). This book was previously published as a special issue of the Journal of North
African Studies.
As the Spanish were preparing to leave colonized Western Sahara in 1975, Morocco invaded, sparking a war with the Western Saharan
Polisario Front. About 70% of Western Sahara was occupied by Morocco, which stations up to 140,000 soldiers in the territory, primarily
along a 1700 kilometre long sand berm that is protected by one of the world’s largest fields of landmines. In 1991, Morocco and the Polisario
Front agreed to a truce ahead of a referendum on Western Sahara’s future. However, Morocco has since refused to allow the referendum to
take place, and has begun the extensive exploitation of Western Sahara’s non-renewable natural resources. This has both highlighted the
plight of the Saharawi people who live in refugee camps in Algeria and in occupied Western Sahara, and pushed the Polisario Front back to a
position where it is openly canvassing for a return to war. This book was originally published as a special issue of Global Change, Peace and
Security.
Offers coverage of Morocco, including sections on history, geography, wildlife, infrastructure and government, and culture. This title also
includes a detailed fact file, maps and charts, and a traceable flag.
The book begins with an interpretation of the restructured Moroccan political system during the past decade and continues with analyses of
the makhzen (royal patronage system), parties, and public opinion. Three chapters provide a frank, hard-hitting examination of Morrocco's
economic problems and conditions. There's an interesting interpretation of Moroccan socio-political relations based on mediation and
bargaining. In addition, the contributors shed light on the Moroccan military in politics, the impact of the Saharan War on Moroccan domestic
and foreign policy, the relation between religion and politics, and much more.
Culture and politics in Morocco are an interactive blend of conflict and congruence. John P. Entelis argues that no single form defines
Morocco's national identity and identifies four cultural patterns--monarchial, modernist, militarist, and messianic--that compete with each other
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yet share strong ties to an overriding cultural core of 'Muslim consensus'. This consensus explains much of the country's success in
reconciling cultural differences in a relatively nonviolent manner and in creating a pluralistic, open and populist society. Entelis argues that
Morocco, at a critical juncture in its postindependence history, may be able to overcome challenges from international pressures and
socioeconomic problems because of its cultural harmony. Previously published in 1989 by Westview Press.
This book presents a comprehensive survey of Moroccan foreign policy since 1999. It considers the objectives, actors and decision-making
processes involved, and outlines Morocco's foreign policy activity in key areas such as the international management of the Western Sahara
conflict and relations with the other states of North Africa, relations with the European Union, especially France and Spain, and relations with
the United States and the Middle East. The book links the behaviour and discourses analysed to differing conceptions of Morocco's national
role on the international scene - champion of national territorial integrity, model student of the EU, and good ally of the United States - and
shows how these competing approaches to the country's foreign policy enjoy different degrees of domestic consensus, and result in different
degrees of legitimation for the regime.
Discusses the culture, customs and history of Morocco.
This third edition of Historical Dictionary of Morocco contains a chronology, an introduction, a glossary, and an extensive bibliography. The
dictionary section has over 600 cross-referenced entries on important personalities, politics, economy, foreign relations, religion, and culture.
Discussions of the unsettled political and social landscapes in the Middle East and North Africa frequently point to Morocco as an exception.
An Arab League member-state, Morocco enjoys a favorable image in the West, seemingly combining a healthy and balanced mix of tradition
and modernity, authenticity with openness to foreign cultures, political stability and evolution towards greater pluralism, and a marked
improvement in the legal and social status of women. This book offers a comprehensive and detailed scholarly examination of Morocco's
political, social and cultural evolution under King Mohammed VI. Contributions from an international lineup of experts on Moroccan history,
politics, economy, society and culture explain the tension and dynamics between the state authorities and competing social actors, and
highlight the durability of the monarchical institution while also pointing to the continued challenges it faces from a variety of directions. The
analysis touches on a number of issues, notably youth, and women and religious reform to investigate how the country has become
significantly more open and less repressive, and how any unrest Morocco experienced during the recent 'Arab Spring' has been controlled.
Employing various disciplines and theoretical perspectives, the result is an analytically rich portrayal which sheds important light on the
country's prospects and the challenges it confronts in an era of steadily accelerating globalization. As such, it will be of interest to students
and scholars who focus on modern Morocco, North Africa and the Middle East, as well as researchers in the fields of Comparative Politics
and International Relations.
The Western Sahara is the last colony in Africa and the only Spanish-speaking territory in the Arab World. When in 1975 the agonising
Francoist Spain abandoned hastily its colony, Morocco and Mauritania occupied the territory, despite the protest of the UN and the resistance
of a nascent Saharawi liberation movement, the Frente Polisario. During the first months, the conflict displaced thousands of Saharawis to the
neighbouring Algerian region of Tindouf, where almost 200,000 Saharawis still live today in four large refugee camps. But these camps are
more than refugee settlements. They became the centre of a state founded by the Saharawi nationalists: the Saharawi Arab Democratic
Republic, now recognised by over 60 states worldwide and full member of the African Union. The camps provided the opportunity to develop
a process of nation-building and identity construction based on the principles of the revolutionary nationalism of the 1970s. This book
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explores the dynamic process of construction of the new Saharawi identity, culture and society developed in the refugee camps over the
three last decades of conflict and analyses the complex articulation of elements from the Hispanic, Arab and African worlds that shapes the
contours of the Saharawi Refugee Nation.
Saharan Crossroads: Exploring Historical, Cultural, and Artistic Linkages between North and West Africa counteracts the traditional scholarly
conception of the Sahara Desert as an impenetrable barrier dividing the continent by employing an interdisciplinary lens to examine myriad
interconnections between North and West Africa through travel, trade, communication, cultural exchange, and correspondence that have
been ongoing for several millennia. Saharan Crossroads offers a unique contribution to existing scholarship on the region by uniting a diverse
group of African, European, and American scholars working on various facets of trans-Saharan history, social life, and cultural production,
and bringing their work together for the first time. This trilingual volume includes eleven chapters written in English, five chapters in French,
and three chapters in Arabic, reflecting the multicultural nature of the Sahara and this international project. Saharan Crossroads explores
historical and contemporary connections and exchanges between populations living in and on both sides of the Sahara that have led to the
emergence of distinctive cultural and aesthetic expressions. This contact has been fostered by a series of linkages that include the transSaharan caravan trade, the spread of Islam, the migration of nomadic pastoralists, and European colonization. The book includes three major
sections: (1) history, culture, and identity; (2) trans-Saharan circulation of arts, music, ritual performance, and architecture; and (3) religion,
law, language, and writing. While the gaze of international political analysts has turned toward the Sahara to follow problematic developments
that pose serious threats to human rights and security in the region, it is especially timely to recall that the people and countries of the SaheloSaharan world have maintained long histories of peaceful coexistence, interdependence, and cooperation that are too often overlooked in the
present.
Examines the everyday life of teenagers in contemporary Morocco, discussing urban and rural families, education, teenage marriage, and
work and leisure activities.
This book explores the traces of the passage of time on the protracted and intractable conflict of Western Sahara. The authors offer a
multilevel analysis of recent developments from the global to the local scenes, including the collapse of the architecture of the UN-led conflict
resolution process, the advent of the War on Terror to the the Sahara-Sahel area and the impact of the ‘Arab Spring’ and growing regional
security instability. Special attention is devoted to changes in the Western Sahara territory annexed by Morocco and the Sahrawi refugee
camps in Algeria. Morocco has adapted its governance and public policies to profound socio-demographic transformations in the territory
under its control and has attempted to obtain international recognition for this annexation by proposing an Autonomy Plan. The Polisario Front
and Sahrawi nationalists have shifted their strategy and pushed the centre of gravity of the conflict back inwards by focusing on proindependence activism inside the disputed territory.
Western Sahara Business Law Handbook - Strategic Informtion and Basic Laws
"This book offers a richly documented survey of modern Moroccan history. Concise and readable, it will enthrall all those searching for the
background to present-day events in the region"-Taking Morocco as its focus, this book looks at the political change in the country since 1990. It places particular emphasis on key topics,
such as civil society, human rights and reform, as vital issues for understanding the developments in the contemporary Middle East.
During the last decades of the twentieth century, Morocco had forsaken its African roots, to the point where 30 countries out of a total of 52
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on the continent recognized the self proclaimed SADR. Since 1999, Morocco retrieved its African dimension and an important number of
agreements between the Kingdom and African countries have been signed and implemented at the political, economic, and social levels.
However, Morocco has a singular particularity that other countries do not have with sub-Saharan Africa. The Kingdom shares strong historical
and cultural links with Africa, which could be very useful for Rabat in order to solve the Sahara issue. This book therefore, tries to
demonstrate how implementing cultural cooperation between Morocco and sub-Saharan Africa can serve a country s national interests. The
work, which adopts a social constructivist perspective, is a mixed methods study that includes qualitative and quantitative research, and
should be especially useful to researchers in the region s history, or anyone else interested to understand this strong historical links between
the Sherifian Kingdom, and a large number of African countries.
Western Sahara was a former Spanish colony until 1975, when Spain withdrew its forces; and partitioned between Morocco and Mauritania.
Mauritania renounced its claim in 1979; Morocco has occupied the region since 1976. There is a government-in-exile calling itself the
Saharan Democratic Arab Republic.
Until attention shifted to the Middle East in the early 1970s, Americans turned most often toward the Maghreb—Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, and
the Sahara—for their understanding of “the Arab.” In Morocco Bound, Brian T. Edwards examines American representations of the Maghreb
during three pivotal decades—from 1942, when the United States entered the North African campaign of World War II, through 1973. He
reveals how American film and literary, historical, journalistic, and anthropological accounts of the region imagined the role of the United
States in a world it seemed to dominate at the same time that they displaced domestic social concerns—particularly about race relations—onto
an “exotic” North Africa. Edwards reads a broad range of texts to recuperate the disorienting possibilities for rethinking American empire.
Examining work by William Burroughs, Jane Bowles, Ernie Pyle, A. J. Liebling, Jane Kramer, Alfred Hitchcock, Clifford Geertz, James
Michener, Ornette Coleman, General George S. Patton, and others, he puts American texts in conversation with an archive of Maghrebi
responses. Whether considering Warner Brothers’ marketing of the movie Casablanca in 1942, journalistic representations of Tangier as a
city of excess and queerness, Paul Bowles’s collaboration with the Moroccan artist Mohammed Mrabet, the hippie communities in and
around Marrakech in the 1960s and early 1970s, or the writings of young American anthropologists working nearby at the same time,
Edwards illuminates the circulation of American texts, their relationship to Maghrebi history, and the ways they might be read so as to
reimagine the role of American culture in the world.
Includes statistical tables and graphs.
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