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The "hilarious" (New York Times Book Review) collection of
short stories from the award-winning humorist Simon Rich
includes the story that inspired the Seth Rogen comedy An
American Pickle. Twenty years ago, Barney the Dinosaur told
the nation's children they were special. We're still paying the
price. From "one of the funniest writers in America" comes a
collection of stories culled from the front lines of the millennial
culture wars (Jimmy So, Daily Beast). Rife with failing rock
bands, student loans, and participation trophies, Spoiled
Brats is about a generation of narcissists -- and the wellmeaning boomers who made them that way. A hardworking
immigrant is preserved for a century in pickle brine. A
helicopter mom strives to educate her demon son. And a
family of hamsters struggles to survive in a private-school
homeroom. Surreal, shrewd, and surprisingly warm, these
stories are as resonant as they are hilarious.
The hidden truth about the French way of life: it's all about
seduction—its rules, its pleasures, its secrets France is a
seductive country, seductive in its elegance, its beauty, its
sensual pleasures, and its joie de vivre. But Elaine Sciolino,
the longtime Paris bureau chief of The New York Times, has
discovered that seduction is much more than a game to the
French: it is the key to understanding France. Seduction
plays a crucial role in how the French relate to one
another—not just in romantic relationships but also in how they
conduct business, enjoy food and drink, define style, engage
in intellectual debate, elect politicians, and project power
around the world. While sexual repartee and conquest remain
at the heart of seduction, for the French seduction has
become a philosophy of life, even an ideology, that can
confuse outsiders. In La Seduction, Sciolino gives us an
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inside view of how seduction works in all areas, analyzing its
limits as well as its power. She demystifies the French way of
life in an entertaining and personal narrative that carries us
from the neighborhood shops of Paris to the halls of
government, from the gardens of Versailles to the agricultural
heartland. La Seduction will charm you and encourage you to
lower your defenses about the French. Pull up a chair and let
Elaine Sciolino seduce you.
Mindy Kaling has lived many lives: the obedient child of
immigrant professionals, a timid chubster afraid of her own
bike, a Ben Affleck–impersonating Off-Broadway performer
and playwright, and, finally, a comedy writer and actress
prone to starting fights with her friends and coworkers with
the sentence “Can I just say one last thing about this, and
then I swear I’ll shut up about it?” Perhaps you want to know
what Mindy thinks makes a great best friend (someone who
will fill your prescription in the middle of the night), or what
makes a great guy (one who is aware of all elderly people in
any room at any time and acts accordingly), or what is the
perfect amount of fame (so famous you can never get
convicted of murder in a court of law), or how to maintain a
trim figure (you will not find that information in these pages). If
so, you’ve come to the right book, mostly! In Is Everyone
Hanging Out Without Me?, Mindy invites readers on a tour of
her life and her unscientific observations on romance,
friendship, and Hollywood, with several conveniently placed
stopping points for you to run errands and make phone calls.
Mindy Kaling really is just a Girl Next Door—not so much
literally anywhere in the continental United States, but
definitely if you live in India or Sri Lanka. This enhanced
eBook includes an audio introduction from the author; audio
commentary from Mindy’s friends, including The Office
costar B. J. Novak and Parks and Recreation creator Michael
Schur; bonus photos, including an exclusive “Avalanche of
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Awkwardness” slideshow of never-before-seen childhood
photos with audio commentary; and three full chapters read
by the author.
Superman. Diesel. The Big Aristotle. Shaq Fu. The Big
Daddy. The Big Shaqtus. Wilt Chamberneezy. The Real Deal.
The Big Shamrock. Shaq. You know him by any number of
names, and chances are you know all about his legendary
basketball career: Shaquille "Shaq" O'Neal is a four-time NBA
champion and a three-time NBA Finals MVP. After being an
All-American at Louisiana State University, he was the overall
number one draft pick in the NBA in 1992. In his 19-year
career, Shaq racked up 28,596 career points (including 5,935
free throws!), 13,099 rebounds, 3,026 assists, 2,732 blocks,
and 15 All-Star appearances. These are statistics that are
almost as massive as the man himself. His presence-both
physically and psychologically-made him a dominant force in
the game for two decades. But if you follow the game, you
also know that there's a lot more to Shaquille O'Neal than just
basketball. Shaq is famous for his playful, and at times,
provocative personality. He is, literally, outsize in both scale
and persona. Whether rapping on any of his five albums,
challenging celebrities on his hit television show "Shaq Vs.,"
studying for his PhD or serving as a reserve police officer,
there's no question that Shaq has led a unique and multidimensional life. And in this rollicking new autobiography,
Shaq discusses his remarkable journey, including his candid
thoughts on teammates and coaches like Kobe Bryant,
Dwyane Wade, LeBron James, Phil Jackson, and Pat Riley.
From growing up in difficult circumstances and getting cut
from his high school basketball team to his larger-than-life
basketball career, Shaq lays it all out in SHAQ UNCUT: MY
STORY.
One of the most critically acclaimed books of the year,
Whiting Award-winner Teddy Wayne’s second novel is
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“more than a scabrous sendup of American celebrity culture;
it’s also a poignant portrait of one young artist’s coming of
age” (Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times)—and an
enduring yet timely portrait of the American dream gone awry.
In his rave on the cover of The New York Times Book
Review, Jess Walter praised Wayne’s writing for its “feats of
unlikely virtuosity” and the boy at its center as “a being of
true longing and depth, and…a devastating weapon of cultural
criticism…You’d have to be made of triple platinum not to
ache for Jonny Valentine.” With “assured prose and
captivating storytelling” (Oprah.com’s Book of the Week),
The Love Song of Jonny Valentine also showcases “one of
the most complicated portrayals of the mother-son
relationship since Room” (BookPage). Touring the country in
a desperate attempt to save a career he’s not sure he even
wants, Jonny is both driven by his mother’s ambition and
haunted by his father’s absence, constantly searching for a
familiar face among the crowds. Utterly convincing, whipsmart, yet endearingly vulnerable, with an “unforgettable”
voice (Publishers Weekly, starred review), the eleven-yearold pop megastar sounds “like Holden Caulfield Jr. adrift in
Access Hollywood hell” (Rolling Stone). Called “a
showstopper” (The Boston Globe), “hugely entertaining”
(The Washington Post), “heartbreakingly convincing”
(People), “buoyant, smart, searing” (Entertainment Weekly),
and “touching and unexpectedly suspenseful” (The Wall
Street Journal), this extraordinary novel has been widely
embraced as a literary masterpiece and the rare “satire with
a heart” (Library Journal, starred review).
A behind-the-scenes assessment of Washington politics by a
former liberal presidential aide-turned-neo-conservative
describes his relationships with a wide range of figures, from
Lyndon Johnson and Jesse Jackson to Ronald Reagan and
Rudy Guiliani, tracing the factors that influenced his transition
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from unabashed liberal to proud conservative. 50,000 first
printing.
"This counterintuitive and powerfully effective approach to
creativity demonstrates how every corporation and
organization can develop an innovative culture. The
traditional attitude toward creativity in the American business
world is to 'think outside the box'-- to brainstorm without
restraint in hopes of coming up with a breakthrough idea,
often in moments of crisis. Sometimes it works, but it's a
problem-specific solution that does nothing to engender
creative thinking more generally. 'Inside the Box'
demonstrates Systematic Inventive Thinking (SIT), which
systemizes creativity as part of the corporate
culture."--Provided by publisher.
John Hodgman—bestselling author, The Daily Show's
"Resident Expert," minor television celebrity, and deranged
millionaire—brings us the third and final installment in his
trilogy of Complete World Knowledge. In 2005, Dutton
published The Areas of My Expertise, a handy little book of
Complete World Knowledge, marked by the distinction that all
of the fascinating trivia and amazing true facts were
completely made up by its author, John Hodgman. At the
time, Hodgman was merely a former literary agent and
occasional scribbler of fake trivia. In short: a nobody. But
during an interview on The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, an
incredible transformation occurred. He became a famous
minor television personality. You may ask: During his
whirlwind tornado ride through the high ether of minor fame
and outrageous fortune, did John Hodgman forget how to
write books of fake trivia? The answer is: Yes. Briefly. But
soon, he remembered! And so he returned, crashing his
Kansas farmhouse down upon the wicked witch of ignorance
with More Information Than You Require, a New York Times
bestseller containing even more mesmerizing and essential
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fake trivia, including seven hundred mole-man names (and
their occupations). And now, John Hodgman completes his
vision with That Is All, the last book in a trilogy of Complete
World Knowledge. Like its predecessors, That Is All compiles
incredibly handy made-up facts into brief articles, overlong
lists, and beguiling narratives on new and familiar themes. It
picks up exactly where More Information left off—specifically,
at page 596—and finally completes COMPLETE WORLD
KNOWLEDGE. Look out for John Hodgman's latest book,
Vacationland, available from Viking in Fall 2017.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER “Compelling… this book
couldn’t be more timely.” – Jill Abramson, New York Times
Book Review From the Recipient of the 2017 Walter Cronkite
Award for Excellence in Journalism Called "disgraceful," "thirdrate," and "not nice" by Donald Trump, NBC News
correspondent Katy Tur reported on—and took flak from—the
most captivating and volatile presidential candidate in
American history. Katy Tur lived out of a suitcase for a year
and a half, following Trump around the country, powered by
packets of peanut butter and kept clean with dry shampoo.
She visited forty states with the candidate, made more than
3,800 live television reports, and tried to endure a gazillion
loops of Elton John’s "Tiny Dancer"—a Trump rally playlist
staple. From day 1 to day 500, Tur documented Trump’s
inconsistencies, fact-checked his falsities, and called him out
on his lies. In return, Trump repeatedly singled Tur out. He
tried to charm her, intimidate her, and shame her. At one
point, he got a crowd so riled up against Tur, Secret Service
agents had to walk her to her car. None of it worked. Facts
are stubborn. So was Tur. She was part of the first womenled politics team in the history of network news. The Boys on
the Bus became the Girls on the Plane. But the circus
remained. Through all the long nights, wild scoops, naked
chauvinism, dodgy staffers, and fevered debates, no one had
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a better view than Tur. Unbelievable is her darkly comic,
fascinatingly bizarre, and often scary story of how America
sent a former reality show host to the White House. It’s also
the story of what it was like for Tur to be there as it happened,
inside a no-rules world where reporters were spat on,
demeaned, and discredited. Tur was a foreign correspondent
who came home to her most foreign story of all. Unbelievable
is a must-read for anyone who still wakes up and wonders, Is
this real life?

For nine seasons Rainn Wilson played Dwight
Schrute in the The Office. Viewers fell in love with
the character and grew to love the actor who played
him even more. In The Bassoon King, he tells his
own story and explains how he came up with his
incredibly unique sense of humor and perspective on
life. The book chronicles his journey from supernerddom to drama, his years of mild debauchery and
struggles as a young actor in New York, his many
adventures, and insights about The Office which
fans of both Wilson and the show will love.
A Finalist for the PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction An
InStyle Best Book of the Year A Refinery29 Best
Book of the Year By the end of high school, Bunny
Lampert is 6'3 with the abs of a ninja turtle and the
face of a boy angel. Her dad has chaotic salesman
energy and her mom is dead. But from the outside,
Bunny seems to have it all?--she's blonde, rich, and
an Olympic volleyball hopeful. Michael??--who has a
ponytail and a septum piercing, works at Rite-Aid,
and has a secret Grindr?--lives with his aunt in the
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cramped cottage next door to Bunny's McMansion.
When Bunny catches Michael smoking in her yard,
he discovers that her life is not as perfect as it
seems. Their friendship is as improbable as it is
irresistible, but when Michael falls in love for the first
time, a vicious strain of gossip circulates and a
terrible, brutal act becomes the defining feature of
both his and Bunny's futures??. A beautiful and
darkly comic book about doing things you didn't
mean to do, wanting things you wish you didn't want,
and loving people you can't afford to love.
Lovey Bunny is the happiest little girl around. She
loves just about everything—her family, art, watching
her mama make things, and especially playing dressup. But when she borrows Mama Rabbit’s new
dress without asking and ruins it, Lovey Bunny
learns that not everything always goes as planned.
Will Lovey Bunny find a creative way to show Mama
that she’s sorry? Kristine A. Lombardi’s picture
book debut reveals an effervescent new character
whose talent for crafts and love of fashion, family,
and fun will touch the hearts of little girls everywhere!
“An explosive, shapeshifting piece of literary real
estate, Amber Tamblyn’s arresting debut offers a
scathing portrait of American celebrity culture and
the way in which it transmutes human tragedy into a
vicious circus; victims are forgotten as likes and
shares swirl, and ‘news’ becomes a squalid orgy, a
lurid feast. Tamblyn takes every risk in this
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astonishing and innovative work, and succeeds,
gloriously.” — Janet Fitch, bestselling author of The
Revolution of Marina M. and Paint It Black Vanity
Fair's Summer Ultimate Fiction List Entertainment
Weekly Summer Preview List In this electric and
provocative debut novel, Tamblyn blends genres of
poetry, prose, and elements of suspense to give
shape to the shocking narratives of victims of sexual
violence, mapping the destructive ways in which our
society perpetuates rape culture. A violent serial
rapist is on the loose, who goes by the name Maude.
She hunts for men at bars, online, at home— the
place doesn’t matter, neither does the man. Her
victims then must live the aftermath of their assault
in the form of doubt from the police, feelings of
shame alienation from their friends and family and
the haunting of a horrible woman who becomes the
phantom on which society projects its greatest fears,
fascinations and even misogyny. All the while the
police are without leads and the media hound the
victims, publicly dissecting the details of their attack.
What is extraordinary is how as years pass these
men learn to heal, by banding together and finding a
space to raise their voices. Told in alternating
viewpoints signature to each voice and experience of
the victim, these pages crackle with emotion, ranging
from horror to breathtaking empathy. As bold as it is
timely, Any Man paints a searing portrait of survival
and is a tribute to those who have lived through the
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nightmare of sexual assault.
A is for "AaaaaAAAAaaA." B is for "Ba baba a-baba
ba." I is for "I had a big idea, I did." And by the time
you get to Z, oh what a zap-zop-zippity-zoppity, zany
book you'll be reading! This is an alphabet book like
no other, from the author of the internationally
bestselling mega-hit The Book With No Pictures. B.
J. Novak is back with a book that is just as clever
and even more silly. And, this time, instead of saying
"Read it again!" kids will be shouting "Let ME read it
again!"
A collection of stories focuses on suburban nuclear
families, including "Senior Season," "Nine Inches"
and "The Smile on Happy Chang's Face."
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • In this hilarious
instant classic, the creator of The Mindy Project and
Never Have I Ever invites readers on a tour of her
life and her unscientific observations on romance,
friendship, and Hollywood. “[Kaling is] like Tina
Fey’s cool little sister. Or perhaps . . . the next Nora
Ephron.”—The New York Times Mindy Kaling has
lived many lives: the obedient child of immigrant
professionals, a timid chubster afraid of her own
bike, a Ben Affleck–impersonating Off-Broadway
performer and playwright, and, finally, a comedy
writer and actress prone to starting fights with her
friends and coworkers with the sentence “Can I just
say one last thing about this, and then I swear I’ll
shut up about it?” Perhaps you want to know what
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Mindy thinks makes a great best friend (someone
who will fill your prescription in the middle of the
night), or what makes a great guy (one who is aware
of all elderly people in any room at any time and acts
accordingly), or what is the perfect amount of fame
(so famous you can never get convicted of murder in
a court of law), or how to maintain a trim figure (you
will not find that information in these pages). If so,
you’ve come to the right book, mostly! With several
conveniently placed stopping points for you to run
errands and make phone calls, Is Everyone Hanging
Out Without Me? proves that Mindy Kaling really is
just a Girl Next Door—not so much literally anywhere
in the continental United States, but definitely if you
live in India or Sri Lanka. Praise for Is Everyone
Hanging Out Without Me? “Where have you been all
our lives, Mindy?”—Glamour “Who wouldn’t want to
hang out with Mindy Kaling? . . . [Is Everyone
Hanging Out Without Me?] is like a mash note to
comedy nerds.”—Time Out New York “Very
funny.”—Boston Globe
When she hears about the suicide of a Buenos Aires
train driver who has left a note confessing to four
mortal ‘accidents’ on the train tracks, journalist
Veronica Rosenthal decides to investigate. For the
police the case is closed (suicide is suicide), for
Veronica it is the beginning of a journey that takes
her into an unfamiliar world of grinding poverty,
crime-infested neighborhoods, and train drivers on
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commuter lines haunted by the memory of bodies hit
at speed by their locomotives in the middle of the
night. Aided by a train driver with whom she has a
tumultuous and reckless affair, a junkie in rehab and
two street kids willing to risk everything for a can of
Coke, she uncovers a group of men involved in
betting on working-class youngsters convinced to
play Russian roulette by standing in front of fastcoming trains to see who endures the longest.
OH NO!!! You found The Worst Book in the Whole
Entire World! Well, since you're already here I may
as well tell you about it... Poor Nameless tries to
explain to the reader why this book is simply the
WORST book in the whole entire world. Will he
succeed in his noble quest? Is he the reason this
book is the worst?? Will it have a happy ending or
the worst ending ever??? The Worst Book in the
Whole Entire World is a humorous and witty tale for
young and seasoned readers. Whatever you do
though, don't read it out loud! You may catch wind of
these words: toot, stinky, booger, and booty. You've
been warned, but you'll still want to see what
happens next!
In The Age of Wire and String Ben Marcus welds
together a new reality from the scrapheap of the past.
Dogs, birds, horses, automobiles and the weather are
some of the recycled elements in Marcus's first collection
- part fiction, part handbook - as familiar objects take on
markedly unfamiliar meanings. Gradually, this makeshift
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world, in its defiance of the laws of physics and
language, finds a foundation in its own implausibility, as
Marcus produces new feelings and sensations - both
comic and disturbing - in the definitive guide to an
unpredictable yet exhilarating plane of existence.
A celebration of the work of the late Academy Awardnominated author and screenwriter collects her writings
on topics ranging from journalism and feminism to food
and aging, in a volume complemented by her notorious
Wellesley commencement address and her recent blogs
about death.
"A story of family, war, art, and betrayal set around an
ancient, ancestral home in the Tuscan countryside"-Everyone’s favorite character from the bestselling I
Need a New Butt! and I Broke My Butt! is back with a
new problem—his butt is too noisy! Follow our hero’s
hilarious adventures in the latest and loudest sequel by
Dawn McMillan and Ross Kinnaird.
A debut collection by a writer for the Emmy Awardwinning series The Office includes the title story, in which
a boy's lucrative sweepstakes win proves more harm
than good for his family.
Other Girls to Burn is a collection of essays that explores
the relationship between women and violence within
such contexts as the 2014 Isla Vista shooting, early
Christian virgin martyrs (discussed in relation with
modern true crime stories), mixed martial arts, and rape
culture. Formally inventive and lyric leaning, these
essays shift between cultural criticism and personal
essay and cohere around a central motif of female
mystics. With them, Caroline Crew asks, What does it
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mean for women to be complicit in the violence of the
patriarchy? How do women navigate risk as well as revel
in thrill? What does it mean to both fear and perpetuate
violence? The essays explore disparate cultural touch
points, such as contemporary feminism, race,
hagiography, the Salem witch trials, dementia, fairy tales,
Eurydice, indie music, gender performance, Anne
Boleyn, Mary Wollstonecraft, Mary Shelley, family
dysfunction, and vaginismus, to name a few. Together,
this collection is in conversation with contemporary
nonfiction writers such as Maggie Nelson, Sarah
Manguso, and Anne Boyer.
New York Times Bestseller A startlingly original debut
from the actor, writer, director, and executive producer
hailed as “a gifted observer of the human condition and
a very funny writer capable of winning that rare thing:
unselfconscious, insuppressible laughter” (The
Washington Post). A boy wins a $100,000 prize in a box
of Frosted Flakes—only to discover that claiming the
winnings might unravel his family. A woman sets out to
seduce motivational speaker Tony Robbins—turning for
help to the famed motivator himself. A new arrival in
Heaven, overwhelmed with options, procrastinates over
a long-ago promise to visit his grandmother. We meet
Sophia, the first artificially intelligent being capable of
love, who falls for a man who might not be ready for it
himself; a vengeance-minded hare, obsessed with
scoring a rematch against the tortoise who ruined his life;
and post-college friends who try to figure out how to host
an intervention in the era of Facebook. Along the way,
we learn why wearing a red T-shirt every day is the key
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to finding love, how February got its name, and why the
stock market is sometimes just . . . down. Finding
inspiration in questions from the nature of perfection to
the icing on carrot cake, One More Thing has at its heart
the most human of phenomena: love, fear, hope,
ambition, and the inner stirring for the one elusive
element just that might make a person complete. Across
a dazzling range of subjects, themes, tones, and
narrative voices, the many pieces in this collection are
like nothing else, but they have one thing in common:
they share the playful humor, deep heart, sharp eye,
inquisitive mind, and altogether electrifying spirit of a
writer with a fierce devotion to the entertainment of the
reader.
The Unnamed is a dazzling novel about a marriage,
family, and the unseen forces of nature and desire that
seem to threaten them both. He was going to lose the
house and everything in it. The rare pleasure of a bath,
the copper pots hanging above the kitchen island, his
family-again he would lose his family. He stood inside
the house and took stock. Everything in it had been
taken for granted. How had that happened again? He
had promised himself not to take anything for granted
and now he couldn't recall the moment that promise had
given way to the everyday. Tim Farnsworth is a
handsome, healthy man, aging with the grace of a
matinee idol. His wife Jane still loves him, and for all its
quiet trials, their marriage is still stronger than most.
Despite long hours at the office, he remains passionate
about his work, and his partnership at a prestigious
Manhattan law firm means that the work he does is
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important. And, even as his daughter Becka retreats
behind her guitar, her dreadlocks and her puppy fat, he
offers her every one of a father's honest lies about her
being the most beautiful girl in the world. He loves his
wife, his family, his work, his home. He loves his kitchen.
And then one day he stands up and walks out. And
keeps walking. The Unnamed is a heartbreaking story of
a life taken for granted -- and what happens when that
life is abruptly and irrevocably taken away.
Monkeys, toucans, and alligators unleash mayhem.

Struggling with his ex-wife's imminent marriage to a
nice guy and his Princeton-bound daughter's
unplanned pregnancy, a bewildered Silver tackles
difficult family dynamics and refuses to undergo a lifesaving operation. By the author of the best-selling
This Is Where I Leave You. Reprint.
Centered in Rome but transporting us into worlds as
varied and alluring as they are emotionally real,
Francesca Marciano’s stories paint landscapes that
are populated—vividly, hauntingly—by animals: from
violent seagulls and starlings circling the evening sky
in exhilarating formation to magical snakes and a
tiny dog on the side of a deserted road. In
unforgettable, cinematic frames, events unfold,
especially in the lives of women. An affair ends
painfully at a dinner table, an actress’s past comes
crashing down on her during an audition, an
unhappy wife seeks respite in a historic palazzo
sublet. Two starkly different couples imagine
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parenthood during a Greek island holiday and a
young girl returns from rehab, deciding to set out
anew with a traveling circus. A man in crisis draws
his ex-lover deep into the New Mexico desert. With
spellbinding clarity, the six masterly stories in Animal
Spirit inhabit the minds and hearts of Marciano’s
characters. They chronicle deeply human moments
of realization and recognition, indelible instants of
irrevocable change—epiphanies sometimes sparked
by our connection with animals and the primal power
they show us.
Hollywood starlet Mindy Kaling shares her ongoing,
laugh-out-loud journey to find contentment and
excitement in her adult life.
From the cocreator of the celebrated Big Book of
Jewish Humor comes a “funny…geezer-licious”
(Jack Handey, author of Deep Thoughts) collection
of jokes about growing older that makes fun of
memory loss, marriages, medicine, sex, the afterlife,
and much more—a perfect gift for almost anyone who
was born before you were. Growing older can be
unsettling and surprising. (How on earth did this
happen? Where did the years go?) So what better
way to deal with this new stage of life than to laugh
about your new reality? Die Laughing includes more
than enough jokes (not to mention cartoons!) to let
that laughter burst out. Whether it’s dealing with
doctors, dating in one’s seventies, or unexpected
bodily changes (not to mention funny noises), some
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things are easier to face with a smile of recognition.
That’s why Die Laughing is the perfect gift for your
parents, anyone celebrating a significant birthday, or
any boomer with a sense of humor whose age
begins with a six or higher.
One More ThingStories and Other StoriesAlfred a
Knopf Incorporated
The legendary Deep Thoughts and New Yorker
humorist Jack Handey is back with his very first
novel-a hilarious, absurd, far-flung adventure tale.
THE STENCH OF HONOLOLU Are you a fan of
books in which famous tourist destinations are
repurposed as unlivable hellholes for no particular
reason? Read on! Jack Handey's exotic tale is full of
laugh-out-loud twists and unforgettable characters
whose names escape me right now. A reliably
unreliable narrator and his friend, who is some other
guy, need to get out of town. They have a taste for
adventure, so they pay a visit to a relic of bygone
days-a travel agent-and discover an old treasure
map. She might have been a witch, by the way. Our
heroes soon embark on a quest for the Golden
Monkey, which takes them into the mysterious and
stinky foreign land of Honolulu. There, they meet
untold dangers, confront strange natives, kill and eat
Turtle People, kill some other things and people, eat
another thing, and discover the ruins of ancient
civilizations. As our narrator says, "The ruins were
impressive. But like so many civilizations, they forgot
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the rule that might have saved them: Don't let vines
grow all over you."
A superb collection of short fiction--her first in thirty
years and spanning many geographies--from the
critically acclaimed author of Monkeys, Evening, and
Thirty Girls. A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE
BOOK. A writer dryly catalogs the myriad reasons
she cannot write; an artist bicycles through a protest
encampment in lower Manhattan and ruminates on
an elusive lover; an old woman on her deathbed
calls out for a man other than her husband; a
hapless fifteen-year-old boy finds himself in sexual
peril; two young people in the 1990s fall helplessly in
love, then bicker just as helplessly, tortured by
jealousy and mistrust. In each of these stories Minot
explores the difficult geometry of human relations,
the lure of love and physical desire, and the lifelong
quest for meaning and connection. Her characters
are all searching for truth, in feeling and in action, as
societal norms are upended and justice and
coherence flounder. Urgent and immediate, precisely
observed, deeply felt, and gorgeously written, the
stories in Why I Don't Write showcase an author at
the top of her form.
In this wholly unpredictable collection of tongue-inchic short stories, NY Times bestselling author Beth
Lisick casts a cool eye on the lost and living dead of
offices, nightclubs, shopping malls, and rentcontrolled apartments. Pretentious web designers,
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reality show wannabes, and hipster party girls are
among the characters populating a seemingly
ordinary world teetering on the brink of chaos.
Presents an amusing accumulation of Jewish jokes,
wit, anecdotes, sight gags, satire, and cartoons, as
well as selections from the works of leading Jewish
writers and comedians.
Required by ancient magic to assume the dangerous position
previously held by the father she barely knew, Keri relies on
her three clever guides and struggles to outmaneuver her
treacherous half-brothers while working to repair a failing
boundary between her people and land-hungry neighbors.
A collection of short stories by a writer best known for his
work on the television series "The Office," including the title
story in which a boy's sweepstakes win proves more harm
than good for his family.
The National Book Award finalist and debut novel by the
bestselling author of The Dinner Party: "A readymade classic
of the office-novel genre. . . . A truly affecting novel about
work, trust, love, and loneliness." --Seattle Times No one
knows us quite the same way as the men and women who sit
beside us in department meetings and crowd the office
refrigerator with their labeled yogurts. Every office is a family
of sorts, and the ad agency Joshua Ferris brilliantly depicts in
his debut novel is family at its strangest and best, coping with
a business downturn in the time-honored way: through
gossip, pranks, and increasingly frequent coffee breaks. With
a demon's eye for the details that make life worth noticing,
Joshua Ferris tells a true and funny story about survival in
life's strangest environment--the one we pretend is normal
five days a week.
Adam Levin’s debut novel The Instructions was one of the
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most buzzed-about books of 2010, a sprawling universe of
“death-defying sentences, manic wit, exciting provocations
and simple human warmth” (Rolling Stone). Now, in the
stories of Hot Pink, Levin delivers ten smaller worlds, shaken
snow-globes of overweight romantics, legless prodigies,
quixotic dollmakers, Chicagoland thugs, dirty old men,
protective fathers, balloon-laden dumptrucks, and walls that
ooze gels. Told with lust and affection, karate and
tenderness, slapstickery, ferocity, and heart, Hot Pink is the
work of a major talent in his sharpest form.
"In this book with no pictures, the reader has to say every silly
word, no matter what"-Copyright: 3a4e228062794405af6b3f249e73805b
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