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This book examines the transformations of rural society and
economy in the UK and US during the last half-century, and
explores the significance of these trends and changes for
community sustainability, quality of life and the environment.
While both the UK and US are highly urbanised, rural people
and communities continue to contribute to national identity,
economic development and social solidarity, as well as to
environmental quality. Contributors explore the degree to
which rural people exhibit agency and autonomy, rather than
being merely passive in the face of exogenous forces of
change in a globalised world. They also illuminate very
different policy approaches to rural policy in two advanced
capitalist societies often thought to be similar, and show how
fundamental differences in rural policy approaches of the US
and the UK are based on different social ideologies and
values that shape policies relating to rural areas. This book
will help to stimulate transatlantic dialogue on rural
scholarship and rural policy analysis, while also contributing
to theory and policy development. It will be of interest to
researchers, students and everyone involved in the policy
and practice of rural development.
This classic history of the Mexican hacienda from the colonial
period through the nineteenth century has been reissued in a
silver anniversary edition complete with a substantive new
introduction and foreword. Eric Van Young explores 150
years of Mexico's economic and rural development, a period
when one of history's great empires was trying to extract
more resources from its most important colony, and when an
arguably capitalist economy was both expanding and taking
deeper root. The author explains the development of a
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regional agrarian system, centered on the landed estates of
late colonial Mexico, the central economic and social
institution of an overwhelmingly rural society. With rich
empirical detail, he meticulously describes the features of the
rural economy, including patterns of land ownership, credit
and investment, labor relations, the structure of production,
and the relationship of a major colonial city to its surrounding
area. The book's most interesting and innovative element is
its emphasis on the way the system of rural economy shaped,
and was shaped by, the internal logic of a great spatial
system, the region of Guadalajara. Van Young argues that
Guadalajara's population growth progressively integrated the
large geographical region surrounding the city through the
mechanisms of the urban market for grain and meat, which in
turn put pressure on local land and labor resources.
Eventually this drove white and Indian landowners into
increasingly sharp conflict and led to the progressive
proletarianization of the region's peasantry during the last
decades of the Spanish colonial era. It is no accident, given
this history, that the Guadalajara region was one of the major
areas of armed insurrection for most of the decade during
Mexico's struggle for independence from Spain. By
highlighting the way haciendas worked and changed over
time, this indispensable study illuminates Mexico's economic
and social history, the movement for independence, and the
origins of the Mexican Revolution.
Rural America is at a crossroads in its economic
development. Like regions of other First World nations, the
traditional economic base of rural communities in the United
States is rapidly deteriorating. Natural resources, including
agriculture, show little prospect for generating future job
growth, and manufacturing has become a new source of
instability. Faced with these changes and an increasing
vulnerability to international economic events, rural
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communities have begun to seek high-technology industries
and advanced services as candidates for job growth and
economic stability. What is the potential for high-tech growth
outside the largest cities? What is the role of high-tech
industry in the economic development of non-metropolitan
America? This book provides a hard-nosed look at the hightech potential in rural economic development. Some of the
questions Glasmeier addresses include: Are rural areas
attractive to high tech? Will high tech follow earlier patterns
and filter down the lowest-paid jobs to rural areas? Will rural
communities be bypassed completely for even lower-wage
Third World locations? Glasmeier answers in a sober analysis
that separates fact from myth. Empirical data reveals the
kinds of high-tech jobs that locate in rural areas, and the
kinds of rural areas that attract high-tech jobs. This analysis
leads to a highly critical evaluation of state and local
economic development policy and recommendations for its
improvement. This book is a must for policymakers,
practitioners, scholars, and an informed public interested in
the promise of high tech and the future of US economic
development.
Since his first article in 1976 the American historian Robert P.
Brenner has tried to come to terms with an issue first raised
two centuries ago: how can we explain the differences in
growth-patterns of North Western European countries in the
transition from feudalism to capitalism. In a frontal attack on
both the '(homeostatic) demographic' and 'commercialisation'
models, Brenner traced the roots of the divergent evolutions
back to rural and feudal 'social-property relations'. In the
debate that immediately followed Brenner's first article, and in
subsequent exchanges, the Low Countries were significantly
neglected, although areas such as Flanders and Holland
played a decisive role in the economic development of
Europe. This was partly because of too few publications in
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international languages on the relevant Dutch rural history.
This important book, edited by two of the most respected
Dutch rural historians, and with contributions by several
distinguished historians, seeks to fill this lacuna. It draws
upon substantial research, and confronts the Brenner thesis
with new results and hypotheses; and it contains a powerful
and detailed response by Brenner himself.
A leading economic planner discusses the effectiveness of
India's five-year plans and gives his evaluation of the ways in
which a nation can become an integrated and caste-free
society within a stable political framework.
[This provacative reinterpretation of Vietnamese history in
particular and peasant society in general will be of wide
interest to political scientists, historians, anthropologists,
sociologists, development planners, and Asian scholars].
Risk and Social Change in an African Rural
EconomyLivelihoods in Pastoralist CommunitiesRoutledge
"A compilation of policy-relevant research by a
multidisciplinary group of scholars on the state of families in
rural America in the twenty-first century. Examines the impact
of economic restructuring on rural Americans and provides
policy recommendations for addressing the challenges they
face"--Provided by publisher.
Challenges dominant interpretations of colonialism's impact
on the economy and social structuring of a US-owned
Caribbean colony.
Bridging a gap between macro- and micro- viewpoints, the
work shows the ways in which an economy is socially and
historically determined. Subsistence is shown to be not only a
form of agriculture but a determinant economic organisation
and particular attention is paid to the problem of
understanding patterns of distribution and the constitution of
the surplus in the peasant economy. First published in 1978.
Pastoralists’ role in contemporary Africa typically goes
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underappreciated and misunderstood by development
agencies, external observers, and policymakers. Yet, arid and
semi-arid lands (ASAL), which are used predominantly for
extensive livestock grazing, comprise nearly half of the
continent’s land mass, while a substantial proportion of
national economies are based on pastoralist activities.
Pastoralists use these drylands to generate income for
themselves through the use of livestock and for the coffers of
national trade and revenue agencies. They are frequently
among the continent’s most contested and lawless regions,
providing sanctuary to armed rebel groups and exposing
residents to widespread insecurity and destructive violence.
The continent’s millions of pastoralists thus inhabit some of
Africa’s harshest and most remote, but also most
ecologically, economically, and politically important regions.
This study summarizes the findings of a multi-year
interdisciplinary research project in pastoral areas of Kenya
and Ethiopia. The cultures and ecology of these areas are
described, with a particular focus on the myriad risks that
confront people living in these drylands, and how these risks
are often triggered by highly variable rainfall conditions. The
authors examine the markets used by residents of these
areas to sell livestock and livestock products and purchase
consumer goods before turning to an analysis of evolving
livelihood strategies. Furthermore, they focus on how wellbeing is conditioned upon access to livestock and access to
the cash economy, gender patterns within households and
the history of development activities in the area. The book
concludes with a report on how these activities are assessed
by people in the area and what activities they prioritize for the
future. Policy in pastoral areas is often formulated on the
basis of assumptions and stereotypes, without adequate
empirical foundations. This book provides evidence on
livelihood strategies being followed in pastoral areas, and
Page 5/22

Read Online Rural Economy And Society
Towards Development
investigates patterns in decision making and well being. It
indicates the importance of livestock to the livelihoods of
people in these areas, and identifies the critical and
widespread importance of access to the cash economy,
concluding that future development activities need to be built
on the foundation of the livestock economy, instead of
seeking to replace it.
The Routledge Companion to Rural Planning provides a
critical account and state of the art review of rural planning in
the early years of the twenty-first century. Looking across
different international experiences – from Europe, North
America and Australasia to the transition and emerging
economies, including BRIC and former communist states – it
aims to develop new conceptual propositions and theoretical
insights, supported by detailed case studies and reviews of
available data. The Companion gives coverage to emerging
topics in the field and seeks to position rural planning in the
broader context of global challenges: climate change, the loss
of biodiversity, food and energy security, and low carbon
futures. It also looks at old, established questions in new
ways: at social and spatial justice, place shaping, economic
development, and environmental and landscape
management. Planning in the twenty-first century must
grapple not only with the challenges presented by cities and
urban concentration, but also grasp the opportunities – and
understand the risks – arising from rural change and
restructuring. Rural areas are diverse and dynamic. This
Companion attempts to capture and analyse at least some of
this diversity, fostering a dialogue on likely and possible rural
futures between a global community of rural planning
researchers. Primarily intended for scholars and graduate
students across a range of disciplines, such as planning, rural
geography, rural sociology, agricultural studies, development
studies, environmental studies and countryside management,
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this book will prove to be an invaluable and up-to-date
resource.
The English settlers who staked their claims in the
Chesapeake Bay were drawn to it for a variety of reasons.
Some sought wealth from the land, while others saw it as a
place of trade, a political experiment, or a potential spiritual
sanctuary. But like other European colonizers in the
Americas, they all aspired to found, organize, and maintain
functioning towns—an aspiration that met with varying degrees
of success, but mostly failure. Yet this failure became critical
to the economy and society that did arise there. As Urban
Dreams, Rural Commonwealth reveals, the agrarian
plantation society that eventually sprang up around the
Chesapeake Bay was not preordained—rather, it was the
necessary product of failed attempts to build cities. Paul
Musselwhite details the unsuccessful urban development that
defined the region from the seventeenth century through the
Civil War, showing how places like Jamestown and
Annapolis—despite their small size—were the products of
ambitious and cutting-edge experiments in urbanization
comparable to those in the largest port cities of the Atlantic
world. These experiments, though, stoked ongoing debate
about commerce, taxation, and self-government. Chesapeake
planters responded to this debate by reinforcing the political,
economic, and cultural authority of their private plantation
estates, with profound consequences for the region’s
laborers and the political ideology of the southern United
States. As Musselwhite makes clear, the antebellum
economy around this well-known waterway was built not in
the absence of cities, but upon their aspirational wreckage.
How we produce and consume food has a bigger impact on
Americans' well-being than any other human activity. The
food industry is the largest sector of our economy; food
touches everything from our health to the environment,
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climate change, economic inequality, and the federal budget.
From the earliest developments of agriculture, a major goal
has been to attain sufficient foods that provide the energy and
the nutrients needed for a healthy, active life. Over time, food
production, processing, marketing, and consumption have
evolved and become highly complex. The challenges of
improving the food system in the 21st century will require
systemic approaches that take full account of social,
economic, ecological, and evolutionary factors. Policy or
business interventions involving a segment of the food
system often have consequences beyond the original issue
the intervention was meant to address. A Framework for
Assessing Effects of the Food System develops an analytical
framework for assessing effects associated with the ways in
which food is grown, processed, distributed, marketed,
retailed, and consumed in the United States. The framework
will allow users to recognize effects across the full food
system, consider all domains and dimensions of effects,
account for systems dynamics and complexities, and choose
appropriate methods for analysis. This report provides
example applications of the framework based on complex
questions that are currently under debate: consumption of a
healthy and safe diet, food security, animal welfare, and
preserving the environment and its resources. A Framework
for Assessing Effects of the Food System describes the U.S.
food system and provides a brief history of its evolution into
the current system. This report identifies some of the real and
potential implications of the current system in terms of its
health, environmental, and socioeconomic effects along with
a sense for the complexities of the system, potential metrics,
and some of the data needs that are required to assess the
effects. The overview of the food system and the framework
described in this report will be an essential resource for
decision makers, researchers, and others to examine the
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possible impacts of alternative policies or agricultural or food
processing practices.
The rural areas of Britain, Europe and the developed world
are undergoing massive changes, with increasing concern
about productivity, agricultural methods and environmental
policy. Rural Politics examines the issues affecting rural
areas, such as water pollution, forestry, and the greening of
agricultural policy. It looks in particular at the political
parameters to these issues and how concern for the
countryside is essentially a part of a wider set of political
processes. Rural Politics provides a much needed
examination of the evolution and content of policies affecting
today's countryside, both in terms of major land uses and
economic and social development.
Rural people and communities continue to play important
social, economic and environmental roles at a time in which
societies are rapidly urbanizing, and the identities of local
places are increasingly subsumed by flows of people,
information and economic activity across global spaces.
However, while the organization of rural life has been
fundamentally transformed by institutional and social changes
that have occurred since the mid-twentieth century, rural
people and communities have proved resilient in the face of
these transformations. This book examines the causes and
consequences of major social and economic changes
affecting rural communities and populations during the first
decades of the twenty-first century, and explores policies
developed to ameliorate problems or enhance opportunities.
Primarily focused on the U.S. context, while also providing
international comparative discussion, the book is organized
into five sections each of which explores both sociodemographic and political economic aspects of rural
transformation. It features an accessible and up-to-date blend
of theory and empirical analysis, with each chapter's
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discussion grounded in real-life situations through the use of
empirical case-study materials. Rural People and
Communities in the 21st Century is intended for advanced
undergraduate and graduate courses in rural sociology,
community sociology, rural and/or population geography,
community development, and population studies.

The 'Villages of the Fayyum' is a unique and
unparalleled thirteenth-century Arabic tax register of
the province of the Fayyum in Middle Egypt. Based
on this tax-register, this book utilises quantitative
research methods and spatial GIS analysis to
provide a rich account of the rural economy of the
medieval Fayyum, the tribal organization of the
village communities, and their rights and duties in
relation to the military landholders. It also draws on
the rich documentary evidence of the Fayyum, which
stretches back to the Greco-Roman and early
Islamic periods, to trace the transformation of the
Fayyum into a Muslim-majority and Arab
province.0This volume thus offers a radically new
perspective on the social and economic history of
the medieval Islamic countryside. It makes a major
contribution to the history of Islamic Egypt, its rural
economy, and to our understanding of taxation and
administration under the Ayyubids. Most importantly,
its argument for the metamorphosis of the Coptic
peasantry into Muslim and tribal Arab society has
profound implications for Middle Eastern history in
general, and challenges our modern concept of Arab
identity.
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This report documents the importance of the rural
sector and agriculture in least developed countries
(LDCs), through employment generation and
economic activity. The discussion is placed in the
perspective of the post-2015 development agenda,
in which rural economic transformation will be vital
for poverty eradication. It presents evidence on
agricultural productivity dynamics in LDCs,
discussing the importance of agricultural productivity
for human development in rural areas, and analyzing
the key elements driving agricultural productivity
growth in these countries. It examines the synergies
and complementarities between agricultural
productivity growth and rural economic
diversification. It discusses policies which need to be
put in place.
This book applies an economic and environmental
perspective to the history of landscape and the rural
economy, highlighting their inter-connections through
specific case studies. After explaining how the
author made his discoveries and when they started,
it analyses relations between documentary and
landscape evidence. It is based on exceptional firsthand observation of a dozen sites and close
consideration of topics in the ecological and
economic history of southern England. They range
from reclaiming chalk down-land, occupying lowlying heaths and reconstructing parkland, to woolstapling and the manufacture of gunstocks for the
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African slave trade. Additional themes include the
tension between ecology and institutions in decisions
about the location of economic activity; the decay of
communal farming ahead of enclosure; and other
interesting puzzles in rural economic history. This
book offers an original approach to questions in
economic history through its synthesis of different
types of evidence. It will be of interest to a diverse
range of readers because it addresses how
economic change was registered in the landscape,
and how that change was influenced by landscape. It
is a book with highly original features, contributing
simultaneously to economic, agricultural,
environmental, and landscape history. Eric L. Jones
is Senior Fellow at the University of Buckingham,
UK.
Fundamental tenets of colonial historiography are
challenged by showing that US capital investment
into this colony did not lead to the disappearance of
the small farmer. Contrary to well-established
narratives, quantitative data show that the increasing
integration of rural producers within the US market
led to differential outcomes, depending on preexisting land tenure structures, capital requirements
to initiate production, and demographics. These new
data suggest that the colonial economy was not
polarized into landless Puerto Rican rural workers on
one side and corporate US capitalists on the other.
The persistence of Puerto Rican small farmers in
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some regions and the expansion of local property
ownership and production disprove this
socioeconomic model. Other aspects of extant
Puerto Rican historiography are confronted in order
to make room for thorough analyses and new
conclusions on the economy of colonial Puerto Rico
during the early twentieth century.
A Rural Society after the Black Death is a study of
rural social structure in the English county of Essex
between 1350 and 1500. It seeks to understand
how, in the population collapse after the Black Death
(1348-1349), a particular economic environment
affected ordinary people's lives in the areas of
migration, marriage and employment, and also
contributed to patterns of religious nonconformity,
agrarian riots and unrest, and even rural housing.
The period under scrutiny is often seen as a
transitional era between 'medieval' and 'earlymodern' England, but in the light of recent advances
in English historical demography, this study suggests
that there was more continuity than change in some
critically important aspects of social structure in the
region in question. Among the most important
contributions of the book are its use of an
unprecedentedly wide range of original manuscript
records (estate and manorial records, taxation and
criminal-court records, royal tenurial records, and the
records of church courts, wills etc.) and its
application of current quantitative and comparative
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demographic methods.
This volume represents recent anthropological
research on the political economy of Latin America.
Dependency theories, modes of production analysis,
and theories of the state all attempt to conceptualize
the interrelations among "class," "interest," and, at
some level, "power." All three, that is, focus on
classical questions of political economy. The studies
presented in this volume both draw on the insights of
this literature and challenge the grander theories in
important respects. The chapters in this volume
represent an anthropological contribution to the
political economy of Latin America, a bypassing of
dependency theory and the adoption of its
successors, mode of production analysis and state
theory.
Based on the EU-funded CORASON research
project, this volume brings together and compares
studies into rural and sustainable development
processes in 12 European countries. In doing so, it
identifies key trends and reveals the changing nature
of development processes on the way towards a
knowledge society.
With the transformation of the role of the welfare
state, the “social engagement” and “active
participation” were taking the place of passive
benefits. The importance of individual actions is
becoming more and more prominent.With the
reduction of welfare benefits and expansion of the
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workfare model after the crisis of 2008, the main
objective of the local integration programmes was to
strengthen self-sufficiency of social group with
precarious life situations in rural areas of Hungary.
The purpose of this volume is to give a brief
overview of the most important local integration
programmes of the past quarter century, focusing on
the social land programme. The analysis,
summarising the results of an empirical study,
presents the main turning points of the local
integration models, the changing environmental
conditions, as well as the adaptation strategies and
the possible directions of development of local
communities in Hungary.
Research Paper (undergraduate) from the year 2018 in
the subject Economics - Case Scenarios, grade: 3.7,
University of Cambridge, language: English, abstract:
Earth has finite resources. The demand for resources is
increasing with population increase and resultant
economic growth. The generic process of Take-MakeDispose is putting great stress on earth’s finite
resources. As Demand increases, economic system
takes raw materials from natural world, converts it into
some value added product, supplies it to the consumers
and consumers dispose it off with the end of its lifetime
or replacement with new updated version of that product.
Apart from this product conversion, we are consuming
resources for our food and this demand for food is
growing exponentially. The time is nearing when this will
deplete resources and we will have to search for new
Page 15/22

Read Online Rural Economy And Society
Towards Development
worlds to feed human population on earth. But there is
another solution to this problem. That is replication of
natural food chain in economic and technological
systems. This is called circular economy or cradle to
cradle approach. For millions of years, biological
nutrients were being returned to earth to enrich it.
Industrial processes have given rise to technological
nutrient which is input for techno-sphere for reuse. To
this system there is no waste. This is called cradle to
cradle. This is to integrate various components of
economic system and industrial processes in a way that
a waste output of one industry becomes input for the
second interconnected industry in the form of a cycle.
This is also called waste to food phenomenon which
gives rise to circular economy. But this transition to a
circular economy, where the value of resources is
preserved in the techno-sphere, must be supported by
policies and operational decision-making based on
evidence. Pakistan is one of the top producers of milk in
the world with total annual production of over 42 million
tonnes. This milk production is from farmers with
individual buffalo and cow herds. This milk and dairy
output contribute 11% to the national GDP. These
animals also provide meat and raw leather for the
industrial sectors. These animals generate waste in the
form of dung and urine. This waste is used for fuel
purpose at rural homes and used as manure for crops.
Before using, it is left to decompose in the open which
generates methane and other green-house gases alongwith unpleasant and unhealthy odour.
In the historical literature on Japan, rural people have
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tended to be regarded as the exploited victims of the
industrialisation process. This book provides an
alternative view of the role and significance of the rural
economy in Japan’s emergence as an economic power
prior to World War II. Using theories and approaches
derived from development studies and economic history
the book describes the nineteenth-century development
of a diversified, proto-industrial rural economy, focusing
on the strategies employed by households as they
sought to secure and improve their livelihoods. The book
argues that rural people, through their ‘industrious
revolution’, played an active part in determining the
course of Japan’s agrarian transition and, eventually,
the distinctive features of industrial Japan’s political
economy, with the result that rural life still figures largely
in the reality and imagination of contemporary Japan.
This 1996 book uses a local study to explore some of the
more significant societal changes of the modern western
world.
There has been a great deal of restructuring of rural
places and communities under globalisation, highlighting
the interaction of local and global actors to produce new
hybrid socio-economic relations. Recent research
highlights the heterogeneity of globalisation in which
rural places are different to each other, but also different
to how they were in the past. Bringing together an
interdisciplinary team of academics, and comparative
case studies from Europe (West and East) and Asia, this
book explores and discusses opportunities and
challenges associated with globalising rural places, and
identifies possibilities for policy and practical intervention
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by rural development actors. Special attention is paid to
multi-scalar processes through which rural places are
reshaped through globalisation. Taking a geographical
approach, the book produces new critical work on the
interdependence between globalisation and rural spaces.
It is organised into five sections: Part I focuses on
‘Global-Rural Linkages’ showing the multifaceted
interrelation between actors at different geographical
scale and demonstrating that globalisation is not only
external to rural spaces. Part II on ‘Rural
Entrepreneurship and Labour Markets’ explores the
potential of business start-ups in rural spaces which are
not only necessity driven. Part III ‘Rural Innovation and
Learning’ shows that rural places are also places for
innovation and learning. Part IV on ‘Rural Policies and
Governance’ argues that regional policies for rural
places should promote side activities to maintain social
capital and that regional policy should take a more
integrative perspective between urban and rural spaces
in order to explore complementary development paths.
The concluding chapter ‘New Approaches to Rural
Spaces’ discusses new approaches to globalising rural
places in relation to the preceding chapters published in
this book.
This study is centred on the Cornish manorial estates of
the Duchy of Cornwall in the later Middle Ages, and has
been compiled from a very full and hitherto neglected
series of records, the completeness of which is perhaps
unique for a lay estate. Most aspects of the history of the
estates have been recorded and those which differed
from other regions of England have been stressed. In
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order to place the Duchy estates within their regional
context Dr Hatcher has studied a wide range of
documents and produced a mass of new evidence
concerning tin-mining, fishing, trade, towns and local
industry in Cornwall and Devon. He shows, for example,
that agricultural prosperity in later medieval Cornwall
followed an exceptional course, and was determined by
a series of interconnected changes within the regional
economy, with a much less direct and immediate causal
link than is commonly assumed between declining
population after 1349 and agricultural recession. The
intimate connexions between agriculture. and industry
and commerce are additionally emphasized by the
manifold business interests of leading Duchy tenants.
In rural areas of industrialized societies, food production
as a basis for growth and employment has been
declining for many decades. In the global south, on the
other hand, food production is still often the most
important factor for socio-economic development.
Analysing the ongoing changes and dynamics in rural
development from a functional perspective through a
series of case studies from the global north and south,
this volume deepens our understanding of the
importance of new functional and multifunctional
approaches in policy, practice and theory.
This book, first published in 1986, surveys the history of
rural society in Germany from the eighteenth century to
the present day. The contributions include studies of
Junker estates and small farming communities, serfs and
landless labourers, maidservants and worker-peasants.
They demonstrate the variety and complexity of the
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social division that structures the rural economy.
Throughout the book there is an emphasis on the
conflicts that divided rural society, and the ways and
means in which these were expressed, whether in serf
strikes in eighteenth-century Brandenburg, village gossip
in early twentieth-century Hesse, or factional struggles
over planning permission in present-day Swabia. The
rural world emerges not as traditional, passive and
undifferentiated , but as actively participating in its own
making; not only responding to the changes going on
around it, but exploiting them for its own purposes and
influencing them in its own way. This book is ideal for
students of history, particularly German history.
This powerful and meticulously researched study
explores the role of rural industry and entrepreneurship
in the Chinese economic miracle. Linda Grove focuses
on one weaving district in North China, exploring the
ways in which small industrial firms have accumulated
capital, organized their firms, developed nationwide
marketing networks, and promoted brands over the last
century. Cutting across the conventional divide between
studies of "history" and "contemporary economy," the
author persuasively shows the links between traditional
Chinese business practices and modern economic
growth. Based on several decades of archival research,
surveys, and fieldwork, A Chinese Economic Revolution
provides the first English-language exploration of the
business history of small Chinese firms.
Popkin develops a model of rational peasant behavior and
shows how village procedures result from the self-interested
interactions of peasants. This political economy view of
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peasant behavior stands in contrast to the model of a
distinctive peasant moral economy in which the village
community is primarily responsible for ensuring the welfare of
its members.
"This book provides a holistic approach regarding the
agrifood and rural economy models and practices, as a
specific organizational model in highly competitive economy
in its path of adapting to the new challenges. It addresses
rural economics, agrifood and environment and its paradigms
as it is perceived in modern economies"-The U.S. Department of Agriculture Economic Research
Service (USDA/ERS) maintains four highly related but distinct
geographic classification systems to designate areas by the
degree to which they are rural. The original urban-rural code
scheme was developed by the ERS in the 1970s. Rural
America today is very different from the rural America of 1970
described in the first rural classification report. At that time
migration to cities and poverty among the people left behind
was a central concern. The more rural a residence, the more
likely a person was to live in poverty, and this relationship
held true regardless of age or race. Since the 1970s the
interstate highway system was completed and broadband
was developed. Services have become more consolidated
into larger centers. Some of the traditional rural industries,
farming and mining, have prospered, and there has been
rural amenity-based in-migration. Many major structural and
economic changes have occurred during this period. These
factors have resulted in a quite different rural economy and
society since 1970. In April 2015, the Committee on National
Statistics convened a workshop to explore the data,
estimation, and policy issues for rationalizing the multiple
classifications of rural areas currently in use by the Economic
Research Service (ERS). Participants aimed to help ERS
make decisions regarding the generation of a county ruralPage 21/22
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urban scale for public use, taking into consideration the
changed social and economic environment. This report
summarizes the presentations and discussions from the
workshop.
"Michael Woods has taken on the formidable task of giving an
overview of rural places and society in advanced economies
as a single author and has presented a book that rightly
deserves to be called state-of-the-art." - Geographische
Rundschau "With Rural Geography Michael Woods remedies
the often underestimated dynamism of rural places and rural
society by providing the much-needed synthesis of the
European and North American literature on rural restructuring
and globalization processes." - Patrick H Mooney, University
of Kentucky Rural Geography is an introduction to
contemporary rural societies and economies in the developed
world. It examines the social and economic processes at work
in the contemporary countryside - including the more
traditional: like agriculture; land use; and population; as well
as wider themes like: rural health, crime, exclusion,
commodification; and alternative lifestyles. With a
contextualising section defining the rural, the text is organised
systematically in three principal sections: Processes of Rural
Restructuring Responses to Rural Restructuring Experiences
of Rural Restructuring Using the most recent empirical
material , statistical data and research, the text is global in
perspective using comparative examples throughout. Rural
Geography is a systematic introduction to the processes,
responses, and experiences of rural restructuring.
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